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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report by Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) evaluates the integrity of
Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election, focusing on the misuse of state resources
and other electoral challenges. Conducted under the Program for the Protection
of Public Resources (PPPR), it highlights efforts to ensure accountability during
this critical political event. The findings reveal that the misuse of state resources
remained a critical issue during the election. The PPPR recorded 1,090 election
violations, with nearly 80% of complaints involving the inappropriate use of public
premises, state officials, vehicles, and funds. Violations also included the misuse
of social media, public media, and private media for political purposes. However,
challenges such as social media misinformation and non-compliance with
election expenditure regulations persisted. TISL deployed 240 observers across all
districts, ensuring comprehensive monitoring and enabling real-time responses
to violations. Collaborations with local and international partners, including the
Election Commission, strengthened oversight, while tools like the “Chanda Salli
Meetare” platform tracked campaign expenditure.

The report recommends reforms to electoral laws, enhanced independence
for the Election Commission, and increased transparency from political parties,
candidates, and the media. Despite challenges, the election marked progress
toward greater electoral integrity, with further reforms essential to strengthening
democracyand publictrustingovernance.Byimplementingtherecommendations
outlined in this report, Sri Lanka can further strengthen its democratic processes
and foster greater public trust in governance.
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INTRODUCTION

The report provides a detailed analysis of Transparency International Sri Lanka's
(TISL) election observation activities during the 2024 Parliamentary Election, with
a particular focus on the misuse and abuse of state resources. TISL's commitment
of promoting accountability and preventing corruption is especially critical during
election periods, as the potential for exploiting public resources for political
advantage significantly increases. This report serves as a comprehensive record
of findings from the Program for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR), which
sought to safeguard public integrity by identifying and addressing instances of
state resource misuse.

The report captures the key findings, challenges, and outcomes of the PPPR’s
election monitoring efforts, shedding light on the types of violations observed,
such as the misuse of state-owned vehicles, public premises and facilities, and
funds, as well as the inappropriate use of public officials for political activities.
Additionally, thereportpresents TISL'srecommendations forenhancing safeguards
against the misuse of public resources in future elections and fostering stronger
collaboration with the Election Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) and other relevant
stakeholders who play strong roles in elections in Sri Lanka.
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BACKGROUND TO THE 2024 PARLIAMENTARY
ELECTION

The 2024 parliamentary election in Sri Lanka, held on November 14, marked a
pivotal juncture in the nation’s political history, signaling a shift toward reform and
accountability under the leadership of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake. This
election followed the dissolution of Parliament on September 24, 2024, a decision
made by Dissanayake in keeping with his campaign promise to reset Sri Lanka's
governance framework. This move was essential for aligning the legislature with
the reformist mandate he championed during his presidential campaign. His
leadership arose against the backdrop of widespread dissatisfaction stemming
from the 2022 economic and political crises, which saw mass protests force the
resignation of key figures from the Rajapaksa administration, symbolizing public
rejection of entrenched corruption and inefficiency.

The parliamentary election operates under Sri Lanka’s mixed proportional
representation system, wherein 196 seats are directly elected from multi-member
districts and 29 are allocated through a national list based on party vote share.
This framework, governed by Articles 99 and 99A of the Constitution, ensures
proportionality while also encouraging political diversity. The 2024 election
underscored the evolving dynamics of the electorate, with over 8,800 candidates
vying for 225 seats and a record number of new parliamentarians being elected.
Notably, the election also achieved a milestone in gender representation, as 21
women secured seats, reflecting gradual progress in inclusivity within Sri Lanka's
political landscape.

The National People’s Power (NPP), led by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
secured an unprecedented victory with 159 seats, granting it a supermajority. This
outcome not only provided the president with the legislative support necessary
to enact sweeping reforms but also marked a significant departure from the
dominance of traditional political parties. The NPP’s success in areas such as the
Tamil-maijority Jaffna district suggested a recalibration of ethnic politics, where
voters prioritized governance and accountability over established ethnic and
regional allegiances. However, this shift comes with heightened expectations for
delivering on promises of economic revival and institutional reform.

Despite this historic mandate, the NPP faces substantial challenges. The economy
remains fragile, burdened by inflation, debt, and dwindling foreign reserves,
necessitating immediate and effective policy interventions. Additionally, while the
NPP’s anti-corruption platform has galvanized public trust, it must now navigate
entrenched institutional resistance toimplement meaningful governance reforms.
Addressing long-standing grievances of minority communities, particularly in the
Tamil and Muslim-maijority regions, will also test the government’s commitment
to equitable development.

The 2024 parliamentary election not only underscores the resilience of Sri Lanka's
democratic framework but also represents a critical moment for systemic
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transformation. The electorate’s decision to entrust a reformist alliance with
power reflects a collective yearning for transparency, accountability, and
inclusive governance. As the NPP embarks on this mandate, its ability to deliver on
its promises will determine whether this election serves as a genuine turning point
in Sri Lanka’s journey toward stability and progress or another fleeting political
moment. With the country at a crossroads, the next few years will be crucial in
shaping its socio-political and economic trajectory.

Major concerns raised before the election period

Before Sri Lanka’s Parliamentary Elections in 2024, several significant concerns
have been raised by the public, political groups, and observers. The country
continues to grapple with economic instability following its severe crisis in 2022.
Concerns include the impact of IMF-mandated reforms, such as raising taxes
and reducing public expenditure. While these measures aim to stabilize the
economy, they have increased the burden on the lower-income population,
with widespread criticism over rising costs of living and reduced social welfare.
Also, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’'s administration emphasized anti-
corruption reforms and transparency, aligning with the demands of the 2022
protests. However, skepticisn remained before the election period regarding the
political will and ability to implement meaningful changes given the entrenched
corruption in various institutions.

Also, this election period marked a departure from traditional party dominance,
with newer alliances such as the National People’s Power (NPP) gaining
momentum. Questions about the capacity of these new players to form a stable
government and deliver on their promises were prominent. Rising poverty levels
and increased economic disparities were also identified as central issues.
Public debates focused on how the next government will address inequalities
exacerbated by the economic crisis, particularly for vulnerable groups like
women, children, and the elderly. Ensuring free and fair elections was also a major
concern, with the presence of domestic and international election observers. The
role of misinformation and its potential impact on the democratic process was
also under scrutiny.

On September 24, 2024, President declared the parliamentary election to be held
on Novemberl4, 2024, as the next prioritized activity, shortly after his appointment,
during a time when the above topics were primarily discussed in public. The goal
was to gain the authority required to make their manifesto implemented on real
grounds.
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Organizational Preparation

The 2024 Parliamentary Election holds considerable significance, coming just
nine weeks after the 2024 Presidential Election. With such a limited preparation
time, Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) faced an urgent challenge in
preparing for effective election observation. The newly elected president and the
interim cabinet assured the public that state resources would not be misused
during the campaign period of the Parliamentary Election. To ensure the success
of its election monitoring efforts, TISL sought funding opportunities that support
comprehensive election observation. These contributions helped TISL to advocate
for transparency, facilitate the monitoring of election expenditures, and ensure
that all aspects of the electoral process, especially those related to campaign
finance and public resources are handled with the utmost integrity. In doing so,
TISL continued to play a crucial role in enhancing the democratic landscape in Sri
Lanka, benefiting both the country and its citizens.

Transparency International Sri Lanka deployed a robust observation mechanism
for the Presidential Election 2024. Following the same procedure, TISL employed
the selected District Observers and Electoral Observers after considering o
performance evaluation in the previous observation activities. Several Electoral
Observers were replaced after considering the evaluation matrix and discussions
with the District Observers and staff feedback was taken into consideration
regarding District Observers’ performance as well.

During the Presidential Election 2024 TISL teamed up with five prominent election
observation organizations in Sri Lanka, PAFFREL, CaFFE, CMEV, Hashtag Generation,
and IRES. Together, they have established a collective mechanism to observe
campaign expenditure using an innovative tool that includes both a website and
a mobile app. This tool is designed to track campaign expenditures in real-time,
empower voters with vital information on candidates’ financial activities, promote
a level playing field for candidates, ensure that no candidate has an unfair
advantage due to the misuse of funds and omit to foster an electoral environment
based ondemocratic fairness and transparency. During the Parliamentary Election
the same tool was used in calculating and monitoring the election expenditure of
the candidates and TISL focused majorly on the areas of public gatherings, costs
associated with promoting candidates through billboards, cutouts, and other
physical advertising campaigns, including party office maintenance. However,
considering the organizational capacity, population and reported incidents
during the Presidential Election, TISL deployed the campaign finance monitoring
activities only in the districts of Colombo, Kandy, Puttalam and Kurunegala.
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY

Legal Framework

Protecting public resources is crucial for ensuring fair and transparent elections.
Misusing public assets such as money, vehicles, andfacilities for electoral purposes
undermines democracy and creates inequality among candidates. To address
this, national and international laws safeguard public resources during elections.
The 2024 Sri Lankan Parliamentary Elections operate under such a framework,
incorporating legal provisions to ensure integrity, prevent misuse of resources,
and regulate campaign financing. Organizations like Transparency International
Sri Lanka (TISL) are empowered to monitor these processes.

The Supreme Court has interpreted public resources as assets held in trust for the
people. The Election Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) is tasked with conducting fair
elections and issuing directives to prevent the use of state resources like vehicles,
buildings, and public servants for election campaigns. The Offences Against
Public Property Act No. 12 of 1982 outlines penalties for fraudulent use of public
property, but prosecutions under this act for election-related misuse remain
absent despite past incidents.

Public officers, considered public assets, dre especially vulnerable to misuse.
Regulations like the Establishments Code and the Anti-Corruption Act No. 09 of
2023 define such misuse as corruption, imposing penalties for wrongful gains.
Amendments to the Constitution have influenced ECSL's authority. The 19th
Amendment restored its power to prohibit the misuse of state property during
elections, reversing limitations imposed by the 18th Amendment.

During election periods, ECSL directives prohibit misuse of state vehicles, buildings,
and other resources. They also regulate public officer behavior, state-sponsored
activities, and social media use for political purposes. The Campaign Finance Act
No. 03 of 2023 further ensures transparency by setting spending limits, mandating
financial disclosures, and penalizing violations to prevent undue monetary
influence in politics.

International legal frameworks reinforce these principles, emphasizing that
state resources should not provide unfair advantages to candidates or parties.
These standards guide efforts like those of TISL to observe and prevent misuse,
promoting accountability and fairness during elections.

The introduction of the Regulations of Election Expenditure Act No. 03 of 2023 (REEA)
provides a vital legal framework aimed at regulating election-related spending
in Sri Lanka. This law imposes strict limits on campaign expenditures, alongside
mandatory disclosure requirements for candidates. Its purpose is to ensure
transparency in campaign finance, safeguarding the integrity of the electoral
process by preventing the undue influence of money on electoral outcomes. The
enforcement of these provisions is central to TISL's efforts to monitor and report
on campaign finance.
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Candidates are required to adhere to predefined limits on campaign expenditures,
ensuring a level playing field. Exceeding these limits constituted a violation subject
to penalties. Candidates need to disclose the sources of their campaign funding
and provide detailed accounts of their expenditures. These disclosures aimed
to foster accountability and prevent the influence of illicit funding. The Election
Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) is responsible for monitoring compliance with the
law. ECSL issued directives to ensure adherence and collaborated with oversight
bodies to investigate and address violations.

Leading up to the elections, ECSL issued guidelines prohibiting practices like
offering incentives, using state facilities, or transferring public officers for
political advantage. Also, social media campaigns by public officers using state
resources can be monitored and restricted. Complaints regarding disinformation
and unethical social media campaigning are also addressed within the given
legal provisions. Therefore, the violators faced penalties, including fines and
imprisonment, as outlined in the Campaign Finance Act and related laws.

The Campaign Finance Act represents a milestone in Sri Lanka’s electoral
reforms, striving to reduce the influence of money in politics and ensure free
and fair elections. Its application during the 2024 Parliamentary Elections was a
critical test of its effectiveness and the commitment of stakeholders to uphold
democratic principles.

Methodology

The Program for the Protection of Public Resources was designed in January
2001 by three civil society organizations with the objective of protecting public
resources during the election period. In December 200], it was launched as a
special project focusing on election-related abuses. Since then, TISL has used this
methodology with periodic revisions to observe the misuse of public resources
in all national-level elections, the 2013 Provincial Elections, the 2015 presidential
election, the 2019 presidential election and the 2018 Local Government Elections.

The Election Commission of Sri Lanka declared that the 2024 parliamentary
elections would be held on November 14, 2024. The parlioment was dissolved
by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on September 24, 2024, following his
election to the presidency, in accordance with constitutional provisions allowing
early dissolution. Nominations for the election were accepted between October 4
and October 11, 2024, and the newly elected parliament convened on November
21,2024. This proclamation has been made through the extraordinary gazette No.
2403/13.

Accordingly, the PPPR unit of TISL was operational from 14" October to 15"
November. Going beyond the 22 Electoral Districts of the country, TISL identified
and appointed 25 Administrative District Coordinators (DO) for observation
purposes. The DOs supervised a total of 173 Electoral Observers (EO) who were
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tasked with observing violations at an electoral level. As such, TISL's election
observation team covered every district and electoral division of the country. Both
levels of coordinators were trained in the applicable legal framework and were
provided with the tools and resources necessary to observe, verify, document,
and report on misuse of public resources.

The PPPR methodology included two main elements:
1. Collection and Verification of information
2. Dissemination of Information

Information on instances of public resource misuse was obtained through three
means:

e Network of Observers
e The General Public
e Field Visits

The EOs were engaged in ground level physical observations and input information
using the two applications (Apesalliand Chanda Salli Meetare) accessed through
their mobile phones. The DOs received the information uploaded by theirrespective
EOs.DOs were expected to engage in verification and thereafter upload the verified
entries to the applications for access to the National Secretariat placed at the
Head Office of TISL and led by the National Coordinator. The National Secretariat
did the final verification and uploaded the information to the Apesalli website and
forwarded incidents to the Election Commission and necessary authorities. TISL
provided weekly updates on the observations through social media and, where
necessary, through press releases and conferences.

TISL received and documented complaints from the public through the Apesalli
and campaign finance web platforms, which will be channeled by the National
Coordination Unit to be verified by the election observers on the ground. Then, the
verified complaints will be directed to the Election Commission to take appropriate
action. Also, a targeted media campaign was conducted calling the citizens to
inform incidents pertaining to the misuse of public resources.
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Geographic coverage and timeline

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) carried out a thorough observation of
the 2024 Parliamentary Election, covering all 25 administrative districts and 160
electorates in the country. A district observer was assigned to each administrative
district to monitor the overall election process in their area. Additionally, electoral
observers were appointed to each electorate to ensure detailed monitoring at the
local level.

In certain areas with higher electoral activity or special needs, TISL assigned
extra observers. For example, additional electoral observers were deployed in
the Tissamaharama electorate in Hambantota District, the Seruwila electorate
in Trincomalee District, and the Puttalam electorate in Puttalam District. In the
Colombo District, three extra observers focused specifically on monitoring
campaign finance violations and related activities. The observation period began
on 14th October 2024 and continued until 16th November 2024, covering the pre-
election period, election day, and post-election activities. This approach allowed
TISL to provide thorough oversight throughout the election process, helping to
ensure its integrity.
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KEY OBSERVATIONS

The PPPR recorded 1090 election violations during the campaign, including
misusing state property, premises, officials, vehicles, & funds, voter registration
issues, and social media misinformation. Over 850 complaints were taken into
proper action, sharing incidents with ECSL or local observer groups.

As mentioned above, all the complaints were recorded under 12 categories'. The
two categories that recorded the highest number of cases during the election
were misuse of public premises (889 cases) and misuse of state officials (63
cases) and both accounted for nearly 80% of the total number of complaints.

Incidents of Misuses reported during the Parliamentary Election 2024

Misuse of public officials Bl 63
Misuse of state vehicles 1
Misuse of public funds | 3
Misuse of public premises/banners and posters pasting . 389
Misuse of state, private & social media | B
Public official promotion demotion & transfers 15

Developmental meetings with political members H 25

Types of incidents

Misuse of state position power 0
Party office violations W 30
Distribution of goods & services l 20

Manipulation of state sponsored development projects, livelihood grants &.. | 6
Other . 23

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000
Number of incidents

[1] The 12 categories of incidents reported are misuse of public officials, misuse of
state vehicles, misuse of public funds, misuse of public premises/banners & posters
displaying, misuse of state/private & social media, public official promotion,
demotion & transfers, developmental meetings with political members, misuse
of state position power, party office violations, distribution of goods & services,
manipulation of state-sponsored development projects, livelihood grants &
allowances for election purposes, and other projects.

1. Misuse of public officials, misuse of state vehicles, misuse of public funds, misuse of public
premises/banners & posters displaying, misuse of state/private & social media, public official
promotion, demotion & transfers, Developmental meetings with political members, misuse of
state position power, party office violations, distribution of goods & services, manipulation of state
sponsored development projects, livelihood grants & allowances for election purposes, and other
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1. Misuse of public officials

The misuse of public officials during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election
involves deploying government employees for campaign activities, disregarding
their neutrality. This undermines democratic principles, diverts public resources,
and pressures officials to support specific candidates or parties. Such practices
erode public trust and compromise the integrity of electoral processes.

TISL has received several reports regarding the misuse of state officials during
the recent election. The participation of government officials in events promoting
parliamentary candidates is not limited to this; many teachers and school
principals have also been inappropriately utilized for election campaigning
activities, along with numerous other state officials. This type of incident constitutes
a violation of election laws and breaches institutional regulations under Chapter
XXXIl, Section 1, which prohibits state officials, particularly those in administrative
positions, from engaging in political activities. According to Subsection 1.2, such
actions are identified as offenses warranting dismissal from service.

2. Misuse of state vehicles

The misuse of state vehicles during Sri Lanka’s 2024 Parliamentary Election
involved unauthorized use by candidates and their affiliates for campaigning.
This practice diverted public resources for personal political gain, undermining
fairness and transparency. It resulted in increased public expenditure, reducing
accountability and eroding trust in the democratic processes and governance.

The appointment of the former Director of Southern Provincial Health Services
as a Director of the Ministry of Health has been observed as another strategic
move by the new government to indirectly gain an advantage during the election
campaign. The particular director officially assumed duties in this position on
October 30 at the Ministry of Health. Notably, around 40 officials from the Southern
Provincial Health Services Directorate reportedly attended the event without
taking leave, raising concerns about the use of state resources and personnel for
political benefit.

Additionally, it was specifically observed that the officials who attended the event
had utilized government vehicles for transportation. This further highlights the
misuse of state resources. As a result, this incident constitutes multiple violations
of election laws, raising serious concerns about fairness and accountability during
the election period.

3. Misuse of public funds

The misuse of public funds during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary elections
involved diverting government resources for election campaigns, favoritism, and
unauthorized spending. State vehicles, personnel, and finances were used to
promote candidates, violating transparency and accountability. This undermined
democratic fairness, wasting taxpayer money meant for public welfare, and
eroded trust in governance.
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4. Misuse of public premises/banners & posters displaying

The misuse of public premises, banners, and posters during Sri Lanka’s 2024
parliamentary election reflects unethical practices that violate election laws.
Such actions create visual pollution, waste public resources, and undermine
democratic fairness. They often favor certain candidates, influencing voters
unfairly while disregarding accountability and principles of equitable campaign
practices.

5. Misuse of state/private & social media

During Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election, misuse of state resources, private
funds, and social media platforms emerged as critical issues. Allegations included
state resource exploitation for campaigns, private funding influencing voter
behavior, and widespread misinformation and hate speech on social media. Such
practices undermined electoral fairness, transparency, and democratic integrity.

The use of social media for election campaigning reached unprecedented levels
during this year’s two major elections, compared to previous years. However, it
was also observed that a significant number of election law violations occurred
through social media platforms.

Despite these challenges, compared to the presidential election, state and private
media organizations appeared to adhere more closely to the media guidelines
set by the Election Commission. Efforts were evident in ensuring a balanced
platform for all candidates, fostering a fairer election environment.

6. Public official promotion, demotion & transfers

During Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election, public officials’ promotions,
demotions, and transfers are closely scrutinized to ensure fairness. Such actions,
if politically motivated, can undermine electoral integrity. Transparency and
adherence to established regulations are crucial in preventing abuse of power,
ensuring impartiality, and maintaining public trust in democratic processes and
governance.

The District Secretary, Haombantota was transferred to the Ministry of Justice, Public
Administration, and Home Affairs effective from October 14, 2024. Subsequently,
the Secretary to the Southern Provincial Ministry was appointed to the position of
Hambantota District Secretary.

On October 10, a new chairman was appointed to the Palmyrah Development
Board on October 22. Additionally, several new members were appointed to its
Board of Directors. Similar executive appointments were made at the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute and the State Film Corporation during the election period.
These actions, conducted without the Election Commission’s approval, flagrantly
violated election laws, disregarding restrictions imposed to ensure impartiality
during the electoral process.
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7. Developmental/ State meetings with political members

Developmental or state meetings during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election
involve interactions between political leaders, public officials, and stakeholders.
These gatherings aim to discuss policies, infrastructure plans, and social welfare
programs. Often used to engage voters, they highlight party visions, address
regional issues, and influence public opinion for electoral gains.

8. Party office violations

Party office violations during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election refer to
misuse of campaign offices for illegal activities, such as vote-buying, voter
intimidation, unauthorized propaganda, and breaching election laws. These
offices sometimes act as hubs for distributing unlawful incentives, undermining
free and fair elections and eroding public trust in democratic processes.

9.Distribution of goods & services

The distribution of goods and services during Sri Lanka’'s 2024 parliamentary
election is a critical issue tied to election integrity. Allegations of bribery and
misuse of public resources highlight the need for strict monitoring. Ensuring
fairness requires transparent regulations to prevent exploitation for political gain,
safeguarding democratic processes and public trust.

10. Manipulation of state sponsored development projects,
livelihood grants & allowances for election purposes

Initiating State-sponsored development projects, livelihood grants, and
allowances is unethical and can undermine the integrity of the election process.
They use public resources as tools of patronage and coercion, undermining
democratic values by using the electorate’s needs for political gain. These acts
are often classified as forms of vote-buying or election manipulation, and they
can contribute to voter disenfranchisement and a lack of trust in the political
system.

In the Polonnaruwa District, programs were planned to prepare documentation
and conduct awareness sessions aimed at empowering recipients of the
Aswasuma welfare scheme. These initiatives targeted low-income individuals,
with efforts made to provide benefits during the election period. It is evident that
this was a covert attempt to increase electoral support through such measures.

1. Other

The PPPR unit has received 23 complaints about other kinds of election violations,
including using personal vehicles for promoting candidates. Incidents where
candidates organized events and distributed meals for the participants were also
halted with prompt actions.

In instances where religious symbols were used for election campaigns, TISL sent
a letter to the EC regarding the situation, which led the EC to take swift action and
start an investigation.
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A press conference organized by the leader of the Tamil Makkal Viduthalai
Pulikal (TMVP) party was scheduled but was cancelled in accordance with the
regulations stipulated by the EC to be followed on the election day.

Comparative Analysis

The comparison between the 2024 Presidential and Parliamentary elections
highlights significant variations in misuse of public resources. There is a noticeable
decline in many categories except two specific categories, namely misuse of
public premises/banners & posters displaying and public official promotion,
demotion & transfers.

Comparison of Incidents: 2024 Presidential vs Parliamentary Elections

—e— Presidential Election
—e— Parliamentary Election
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-
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Efforts by organizations such as Transparency International Sri Lanka are pivotal
in curbing these issues, emphasizing stricter enforcement of anti-corruption
measures and monitoring mechanisms.
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ACTION TAKEN AND DIRECT INTERVENTIONS

The Program for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR) focuses not only on
reporting the misuse of public resources but also actively works to prevent such
instances. The 2024 Presidential Election is considered one of the most peaceful
elections in Sri Lankan history, with fewer violent incidents reported. However,
misuse of public property by candidates for electioneering purposes increased
compared to previous elections. TISL made concerted efforts to reduce and
prevent these misuses throughout the election period.

1. Distribution of Solar Panels Using Decentralized Funding

A complaint was received about the distribution of solar panels to religious
institutions in the Kandy district under political influence. The PPPR team
immediately lodged a complaint with the Election Commission, which resulted in
the Ministry of Electricity halting the distribution of solar panels as per the Election
Commissioner’s instructions on Ist August 2024.

2. Presidential Approval for Welfare Project by National Craft
Council

TISL reported a welfare project approved by the then-president, who was also
a presidential candidate, aimed at benefiting artisans under the National Craft
Council. TISL lodged a complaint with the Election Commission, raising concerns
that such projects could affect the independecy of voting. The Election Commission
responded by instructing the Ministry of Industry to suspend the project until after
the election.

3. Promise of Subsidies to Fishermen

The PPPR team intervened when it was reported that presidential candidate
Mr.Ranil Wickremesinghe promised a kerosene subsidy to fishermen. TISL filed
a complaint, highlighting the impact of such subsidies as it could promote one
candidate over others and with TISL's actions, the initiative was suspended by the
relevant authorities.

4. Misuse of Public Vehicle

A complaint was lodged on 18th August 2024, against independent candidate Mr.
Sarath Fonseka for allegedly using an official vehicle from his previous service for
campaign purposes. After investigation, it was revealed that the vehicle had been
decommissioned and sold at a public auction in May 2024, confirming no misuse
of state resources.
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5. Personal Security for a Former MP’s Spouse

TISL reported the misuse of official security assigned to the spouse of former MP
Sanath Nishantha, who was participating in election campaigns without holding
any official position. Complaints were filed with the Election Commission and
relevant authorities, flagging the inappropriate allocation of security resources.

6. Misuse of Government Helicopters

It was reported that Independent Candidate Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe used a
government-owned helicopter on 10th September 2024, for election campaigning,
accompanied by another helicopter from the Sri Lanka Air Force. TISL sent a Right
to Information (RTI) request to the Air Force to ensure transparency and verify
whether proper payments were made for the helicopter usage.

7. Land Promises in Election Campaign

Members of the United National Party (UNP) in the Kaiveli area of Mullaitivu were
reportedly offering land to local residents in exchange for their votes during the
2024 presidential election. Acting swiftly upon this information, TISL lodged a
formal complaint with the local police. As a result, three individuals involved in this
illegal activity were arrested, and the land allocation forms that were being used
to solicit votes were seized, effectively halting the operation and preventing further
violations of election law.

8. Party Office Irregularities

The NPP party office in Mannar was opened on 8th September 2024 without
proper registration. A TISL district observer reported the incident, and the Election
Commission quickly intervened, ensuring that the office was registered according
to election laws.

9. Misuse of Public Premises

A political campaign was scheduled in the Muthumariaomman Temple premises in
Mullaitivu on 17th September. Following a complaint, the Mullaitivu District Election
Office took swift action, and the event was canceled.

10. lllegal Rallies

A motorcycle rally in support of Mr.Ranil Wickremesinghe, planned in Mullaitivu on
8th September, was halted after six individuals were arrested. The participants
were found distributing campaign pamphlets and carrying out illegal activities in
violation of election regulations.
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1. Hambantota Public Officials’ Election Duty Suspension

19 government officers were found in the Haombantota district participating in
election campaigns in violation of their establishment codes. As a result of TISL's
complaint, nine officials were suspended from election duty, including seven
principals, one deputy principal, and one public health inspector. Further action is
expected against the remaining officers.

Additional Observations

TISL identified several election law violations, including the illegal display of posters,
banners, and cutouts, along with the distribution of food and money by various
political parties. Through coordinated efforts with district observers, many events
were canceled, ensuring a transparent and fair election process. The PPPR's
proactive approach has contributed significantly to safeguarding public resources
during the election period.
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ELECTION DAY ENGAGEMENT

During the 2024 Parliamentary Election, Transparency International Sri Lanka
(TISL) closely monitored the misuse of public resources through its Program for
the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR). This initiative not only focused on
reporting violations but also worked proactively to prevent such incidents.

The 2024 Parliamentary Election was notable for being one of the most peaceful
elections in Sri Lanka’s history, with a significant reduction in violent incidents.
Additionally, the misuse of public property for electioneering purposes saw a
marked decline compared to the 2024 Presidential Election, owing in part to TISL's
targeted efforts to address and curb these violations.

1. Election Law Violation: Grant Distribution Event Halted by
Authorities

On October 15, 2024, the National People’'s Power (NPP) organized an event at
the community hall in Warakagoda Gamgoda, within the Madurawela Divisional
Secretariat in Kalutara, to distribute grants of Rs. 50,000 to individuals engaged
in self-employment. Development officers were also reportedly involved in this
initiative. Following the complaint received from TISL, the Election Commission
intervened through the Kalutara District Election Office to halt this activity, which
was deemed a violation of election laws.

2. Teachers’ Union Campaigning for NPP Faces Election
Commission Intervention

The Lanka Teachers’ Union organized a series of meetings in the Galle, Puttalam,
and Polonnaruwa districts, with the participation of teachers and principals, to
confirm the victory of the National People’s Power (NPP). These meetings were
intended to promote the NPP's success. However, based on prior notifications
from Transparency International Sri Lanka, the Election Commission intervened
and took steps to halt these activities.

3. Community Action Leads to Removal of Campaign Posters in
Vavuniya

Supporters of a candidate of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya in Vavuniya placed
campaign posters at the bus stop in Mamaduwa village, located in the Southern
Vavuniya Divisional Secretariat area. After the residents and our team informed
the candidate about the issue, accordingly the candidate removed the posters
and restored the bus stop to its original condition, ensuring it was clean and
properly maintained.
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4. Election Commission Halts Principal’s Political Meeting
Supporting NPP

The Election Commission has ordered the immediate cancellation of a political
meeting organized by the principal of Wadduwa Veihena School at his residence.
The meeting, which was to be held on November 6 at 5:00 PM, was organized in
support of the National People’s Power (NPP).

5. Election Commission Acts on Principal’s Violation of Political
Neutrality

As school principals are prohibited from engaging in political activities due to the
loss of their political rights, Transparency International Sri Lanka monitored the
situation and submitted a complaint to the Election Commission. In response, the
Election Commission’s Galle District Election Office acted promptly, notifying the
Regional Education Director about the violation and instructing the principal to
cancel the meeting immediately.

6. Election Law Violation: Galle District Candidate’s Meal
Gatherings Halted

It has been observed that a candidate contesting for the Galle District under
the New Democratic Front in the upcoming general election has been hosting
large-scale meal gatherings daily at his residence near Akurala in the Rathgama
electoral division. He has been providing food and beverages to a significant
number of people. Following a complaint we filed, the Galle District Election
Dispute Resolution Center intervened and took steps to halt this activity, as it
constitutes a violation of election laws.
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7. Election Commission Nullifies Controversial Transfers of
Development Officers in Galle

A complaint was filed with the Galle District Election Office regarding a letter
issued by the Galle Zonal Education Director to principals of Provincial Council
schoolsin the Galle region. The letter stated that development officers assigned to
these schools had been temporarily transferred to institutions under the Southern
Provincial Council’s jurisdiction as of October 28, 2024. It further mandated that
these officers report to their temporary assignments immediately, warning that
failure to do so would result in the suspension of their salaries. Following the
complaint, the Election Commission intervened and nullified these temporary
transfers, as they were deemed to contravene election regulations.
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8. Kandy District Election Office Halts Political Meeting Organized
by Sarvajana Balaya Candidate

On October 25, 2024, a meeting organized by a candidate for the Sarvajana
Balaya Party in the Kandy District was held at the Queens Hotel in Kandy. Around
300 attendees had gathered, and a meal was prepared for them. However, the
Kandy District Election Office intervened, and we were able to stop the event from

proceeding.

9. Matale District Election Office Prevents Distribution of Food

Parcels at Political Meeting

A meeting organized by a candidate contesting in the Matale District under
the Cylinder symbol of the New Democratic Front was held on the 27th at 11:30
AM at the Mahatma Gandhi International Center in Matale. The event featured
the chairman of the Lanka Workers’ Congress as an invited guest. Following the
conclusion of the meeting, arrangements had been made to distribute lunch
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parcels to those who attended. However, upon being notified about this, officials
from the Matale District Election Office promptly intervened. The officials arrived
at the venue, conducted an inquiry into the matter, and inspected the premises.
As aresult of the election officials’ presence, the plan to distribute the food parcels

was halted.

10. Election Commission Intervenes to Annul NPP Candidate’s
Appointment as Library Services Chairman

The Governor of the Central Province appointed a National People’s Power (NPP)
candidate for the Nuwara Eliya District in the upcoming general election, as
the Chairman of the Central Provincial Library Services Board. According to a
complaint submitted to the Election Commission by Transparency International
Sri Lanka, the Office of the Governor of the Central Province took steps to annul
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1. Hambantota Police Halt lllegal Election Campaign Activities at
Public Market

In the Hombantota District, within the Tissamaharama electorate, promotional
activities were conducted on October 27, 2024, at the Hambantota Public Market
premises, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Hambantota Urban Council
and the Hambantota Police Division. These activities involved the distribution of
pamphlets in support of a candidate representing the Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(sJB) in the upcoming parliamentary election. This act resulted in the misuse of
public property and a violation of election laws. Following a complaint lodged with
the Hombantota Election Office, the Hombantota Police intervened and halted

the activity.
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12. Monaragala Election Commission Cancels Cricket
Tournament to Uphold Fair Elections

The Independent candidate for the Monaragala District had organized the
Wellassa Challenge cricket tournament at the Monaragala Pradeshiya Sabha
Grounds during the election period. Following a formal complaint made by TISL,
the Monaragala District Office of the Election Commission intervened, and the
event was canceled. This action aimed to prevent the misuse of public spaces for
electoral advantages, ensuring compliance with election laws and promoting a
fair electoral environment.

13. Monaragala Blood Donation Campaign Canceled Following
Election Law Concerns

In the Monaragala District, a blood donation campaign organized by the
Wellassa Manushathkama Social Welfare Foundation under the leadership of
an independent party candidate was scheduled to take place. However, after
the Assistant Election Office was informed about the event, the campaign was
canceled.
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14. Kandy Election Officials Halt Dinner Event Organized by NDF
Candidate

One of the candidates of the New Democratic Front in the Kandy District organized
a dinner event at his residence in the Doluwa area. Approximately 100 individuals
from nearby villages were transported by buses to the location where they were
provided with a meal. However, the officials of Kandy Election Office halted the
event because it was an election violation.

Kandy Election Office halts Anuradha
Jayaratne’s dinner

ASELA KURULUWANSA
A team of officials from the Kandy Election Office from the Gampola Police, arrived at the scene, prepara-
yesterday (24) visited the residence of former State tions were underway to serve a buffet meal to around 100

Minister Anuradha Jayaratne in the Doluwa area and people. At the time of the visit, Jayaratne was not present
halted a dinner he had arranged, based on information  at the residence. His wife was informed that holding such
received about a meeting. The inspection of the resi- a gathering for supporters would constitute a violation :ff

i i i ided b; election laws. It was also led that a large
%g§§pgnmﬁtmom %,xlla(}.mn b s % residents from Gampola and surroun bu:];‘ villages had
When the election officials, accompanied by officers been transported for the dinner in & ‘

15. Intervention and Cancellation of Election Campaign Health
Clinic in Gampaha

The mobile health clinic of Derana Television, “Manusath Deranag,” organized to
promote a parliamentary candidate of the Sarwajana Balaya Party at the Handala
Temple in Wattala, was canceled by the police, following a complaint lodged by
TISL to the Gampaha Election Complaint Office.

16. Election Integrity: Stopping Corruption in Campaigns

On November 12, it was reported that one of the candidates from the Sarvajana
Balaya Party in the Gampaha district attempted to bribe voters by offering them
money aimed at the parliamentary election. Based on the complaint we filed, this
election violation was stopped.

17. Imnmediate Response: Addressing Poster and Banner Violations

In addition, we were able to promptly get the attention of the authorities and take
actions against various election law violations observed across all districts of Sri
Lanka. For example, a higher number of posters and banners displayed in public
places during the parliamentary election could be noted. In this case, our district
observers promptly informed the respective election offices in those districts,
and these materials were quickly removed. Apparently, we were able to take
swift action on this issue throughout the entire election period. During the 2024
Parliamentary Election, several incidents of unauthorized campaign activities



A REVIEW OF THE INCIDENCE OF MISUSE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY DURING 2024 PPARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

27

were reported in Batticaloa and Mullaitivu, prompting swift action by election
authorities and the police. In Batticaloag, cutouts of a candidate were mounted on
a telecommunication pole at Urani and displayed in a public library, both of which
were removed following complaints to the Assistant Election Commissioner and
Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL). Similarly, in Mullaitivu, unauthorized
NPP flags featuring the President and Prime Minister were displayed outside
a Village Officer’s office in Puthukudiyiruppu, but were promptly taken down
after reports to the police and Election Commission. These actions highlight the
authorities’ commitment to enforcing election laws and preventing misuse of
public spaces for political purposes.

18. Immediate Response: Misuse of Religious places

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) raised concerns about the misuse
of religious places for political activities during the 2024 Parliamentary Election.
Investigations by the Election Commission confirmed violations of election laws
at several temples, including the Kaluthavala Sri Muthumariyamman Temple,
Magilur Mariamman Temple, Sengaladi Thammanvel Mariamman Temple,
and Vellaveli Selvapuran Narayanan Temple. Statements from temple officials
corroborated the allegations, leading the Election Commission to issue warnings
to ensure compliance with election laws and prevent future violations. TISL also
highlighted the involvement of state officers in election campaigns, prompting
the Commission to address these concerns in a follow-up communication with
TISL.

19. Interventions to prevent misuse of public offices for planning
Election campaigns

The National People’s Power (NPP) party held a meeting at the Uyilankulam
Forest Department quarters. The gathering was organized to discuss the political
campaign strategy for the upcoming parliamentary elections. The event
was attended by NPP district electoral representatives, well-wishers, and NPP
parliamentary election candidates for the Vavuniya District. TISL lodged a formal
complaint regarding this incident with the Mannar Election Commissioner. The
complaint highlighted potential violations associated with the use of public
premises for political activities. The Mannar Election Commissioner responded
promptly by initiating an inquiry into the matter. As part of the investigation, the
commissioner personally visited the Uyilankulam Forest Department quarters to
collect evidence and assess the situation.
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

TISL has leveraged various media platforms to educate the public about
electoral integrity and the importance of fair elections. TISL emphasizes the role
of candidates, public officials and citizens in ensuring accountability, particularly
regarding the misuse of public resources and campaign finance compliance.
TISL also invited mainstream media outlets to broadcast findings and advocate
for reforms. These partnerships ensure that critical election-related information
reaches a broad audience, fostering transparency and accountability.

TISL has conducted 02 press releases during the Parliamentary Election period
and 01 press release at the post-election period. The first press release outlined
the election monitoring program of TISL, and an update of the complaints
received, and actions taken as of October 23'. This press release received ample
coverage from mainstream media institutes and newspapers highlighting the
impacts of the monitoring program and organizational position in dealing with
the complaints received.

As other mediaengagement activities, TISL has broadcasted radio advertisements
on criteria to be considered in selecting proper candidates to vote as a measure
to raise public awareness via Sirasa and Derena radio channels. Also, the morning
shows broadcasted by Sirasa were also used to enhance public knowledge in
the same area. Also, the "Pethikada” TV program telecasted by Sirasa TV was a
discussion with the communications manager of TISL about political candidacy,
the national list, recalling votes and the concept of shadow parliament.

As the social media engagement, TISL created Facebook posts to reach a wider
community that was unreached during the Presidential election and engaged
with several YouTube channels during the Parliamentary Election Day. The
YouTube channel named "Neon” and the YouTube channel of Neth FM invited TISL
to discussions and live commentary sessions during the Parliamentary Election
results delivery programs.
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ELECTION DAY ENGAGEMENT

Activities carried out on election day

The Parliamentary Election held on 14" November 2024 was largely peaceful with
minimal election-related violations reported. Polling stations across the country
opened at 7:00 AM and closed by 4:00 PM, providing ample time for voters to
cast their ballots. On Election Day, Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL)
deployed 42 staff members to observe polling stations in 15 districts, including
Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Kandy, Nuwara
Eliya, Anuradhapura, Vavuniya, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Ampara, Kegalle, and
Ratnapura. In addition to TISL staff, a total of 173 electoral observers were deployed
on the ground under the guidance of 25 district observers, bringing the total
number of observers to 240 personnel.

These electoral observers were tasked with closely monitoring election activities,
particularly focusing on the misuse of public resources. The observers were
vigilant in identifying election-day violations, working in close collaboration with
the Election Commission and other independent observation organizations. TISL
staff were assigned to these districts based on the organization’s pre-election
period assessments and observer availability. The decision to deploy observers
was prioritized to cover districts where violations had been reported during the
pre-election period and where potential risks of Election Day violations were high.

Key observations during the voting process

The table below provides an overview of all forms of violations identified by TISL's
mobile observers throughout Election Day. These violations were systematically
reported and recorded to ensure a free and fair election process in coordination
with other election monitoring organizations.

District Number of Number of observed Number of
Observers polling stations Incidences Reported
on the Election Day
Colombo 30 62 05
Gampaha 18 73 03
Kalutara 13 161 10
Galle 12 235 14
Matara 10 77 10
Hambantota 08 42 04
Kandy 15 123 05
Nuwara Eliya 08 57 07
Matale 07 17 06
Anuradhapura 09 92 19
Polonnaruwa 03 43 04
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Badulla n 40 03
Monaragala 04 80 04
Kurunegala 15 172 04
Puttalam 07 68 26
Jaffna 10 42 05
Kilinochchi 04 47 20
Vavuniya 07 55 03
Mullaitivu 04 2] 06
Mannar 04 36 04
Trincomalee 06 26 03
Ampara 06 23 02
Batticaloa 06 31 03
Kegalle 12 79 23
Rathnapura 1 24 19
Total 240 1726 212

Table: Districts covered, and number of observers involved in mobile observation
on the day of the election

The nature of violations reported during the election day observation can be
identified under the categories as follows:

+ Misuse of Public Property — minor violations
+ lllegal Campaigns

+ Voter Fraud

+ Voter Intimidation

+ Vote buying

+ Polling Station Irregularities

+ Security Issues

In addition, on the parliamentary election day, all 25 of our district observers were
tasked with observing the activities at vote counting centers and results release
centers. Accordingly, we were able to ensure coverage of counting centers across
all 25 districts. Observations revealed that the relevant authorities conducted the
vote counting and results release processes with exceptional efficiency, accuracy,
and transparency. No incidents requiring special attention were reported in
relation to these activities.
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Immediate interventions made on election day
On Election Day, several immediate interventions were made to address
irregularities and ensure a fair voting process. These included:

lllegal Campaign Activities: Observers identified and reported incidents of
illegal campaigning, such as the distribution of chits and cards displaying
voting details of candidates near polling stations, as well as posters displayed
on public premises. These issues were promptly reported to the respective
police stations, district secretariats, and district election offices, leading to
swift actions to remove the materials.

Vote-Buying Incidents: Observers also witnessed vote-buying activities,
where individuals were seen requesting voters to cast their ballots for specific
candidates near polling stations. These incidents were reported immediately
to the authorities, who took necessary actions to prevent further occurrences.

Polling Station Irregularities: Some polling stations were found to be
inaccessible to disabled voters. These concerns were raised with the relevant
authorities, ensuring that immediate corrective measures were taken to
improve accessibility for all voters.

Overall, many of the ongoing incidents were effectively addressed in real-time
through swift reporting and intervention by the observers, contributing to the
smooth continuation of the election process.

Post Election Period

The post-election period following Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election has
remained as peaceful as election day itself. Voters and political parties have
respected the outcome, and there is a sense of calm across the nation. Authorities
have ensured a smooth power transition, with minimal unrest or disputes
emerging from the results.
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PARTNERSHIPS & JOINT EFFORTS

Collaboration with other civil society organizations and election
monitoring bodies
Chanda Salli Meetare— Joint Mechanism on Campaign Finance

Sri Lanka’s electoral process continued to advance with the implementation of the
Regulation of Election Expenditure Act No. 3 of 2023 during the 2024 Parliamentary
Election. This landmark legislation, which had previously been applied to the
Presidential Election, set new standards for transparency in campaign finance.
Under the Act, the Election Commission of Sri Lanka imposed spending limits for
each Electoral District (refer to Annexure 09), applicable to candidates, political
parties, and independent groups contesting the election. Candidates were
required to submit detailed expenditure reports, covering campaign costs and
contributions in cash or kind, within 21 days following the election.

Building onits earlier efforts, Transparency International SriLanka (TISL) collaborated
with five leading election observing organizations—People’'s Action for Free and
Fair Elections (PAFFREL), Campaign for Free and Fair Elections (CaFFE), Centre
for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV), Hashtag Generation, and the Institute
for Democratic Reforms and Electoral Studies (IRES)—to continue observing
complionce with this law. Together, they utilized the “Chanda Salli Meetare”
platform, a website and mobile app launched during the Presidential Election to
track and analyze campaign expenditures in real-time.

For the Parliamentary Election, TISL and its partner organizations adapted their
monitoring strategy due to limited financial and human resources and the shorter
election period. They reached a common agreement to focus on observing
the campaign expenditures of a selected number of political parties and their
key candidates. The platform remained integral to these efforts, providing an
interactive, transparent mechanism for tracking expenditures across categories
such as public campaigns, media expenses, and campaign events.

The “Chanda Salli Meetare” tool maintained its emphasis on empowering citizens,
offering up-to-date expenditure data and candidate profiles featuring asset
declarations, election manifestos, and links to relevant resources and as per
the previous Presidential Election the costs were calculated based on standard
minimum rates, with disclaimers about third-party actions and limitations in data
accuracy.

TISL once again demonstrated leadership in training and deploying observers
to observe campaign expenditures. During the Parliamentary Election, observers
were trained to focus on high-priority candidates and events through an online
platform, ensuring efficient use of resources while maintaining the integrity of
monitoring activities. Partner organizations similarly benefitted from TISL's expertise
in observer training, fostering consistency across monitoring efforts.

Access to the Website - https://chandasallimeetare.lk
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Role of International Observers

During the 2024 Parliomentary Election, Transparency International Sri Lanka
(TISL) actively collaborated with international election observing organizations to
enhance the credibility of the electoral process. Notably, TISL engaged with the
Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) and the European Union (EU) international
observer missions, fostering a shared commitment to ensuring transparency and
fairness.

TISL's National Coordinator for the Program for the Protection of Public Resources
(PPPR) Unit and Interim Executive Director participated in several productive
discussions and meetings with ANFREL, addressing key issues related to the 2024
Parliamentary Election. As part of this collaboration, TISL provided subject-matter
expertise on the abuse of state resources during a two-day briefing organized
by ANFREL for its long-term observers before their deployment across Sri Lanka.
These briefings equipped observers with a deeper understanding of the electoral
landscape and the systemic issues surrounding state resource misuse.

Additionally, ANFREL observers engaged closely with TISL's district-level observers
to gather valuable feedback on the pre-election environment. Joint efforts across
several districts facilitated comprehensive data collection and assessments,
significantly contributing to the overall credibility and effectiveness of the election
monitoring process.
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CONCLUSION

The parliamentary election to elect the 10th Parliament of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka was held on November 14, 2024. It is considered the most
peaceful, free, and fair general election since 1977. This election was conducted
shortly after its declaration, following a very brief preparation period. Political
parties representing candidates defeated in the preceding presidential election
appeared to adopt a neutral stance during their campaign activities from the
outset. However, the coalition led by the newly elected president actively launched
a significant promotional campaign from the beginning. Sri Lanka’s National
People’s Power (NPP), led by President Anura Dissanayake, achieved a historic
victory in the 2024 parliamentary elections, securing an overwhelming two-thirds
majority by winning 159 out of 225 seats in the legislature. The NPP’'s resounding
success was marked by its ability to bridge ethnic and religious divides, securing
support across diverse communities.

A notable feature of this election is that the majority of the members elected to
Parliament are newcomers, while many long-serving MPs who had represented
Parliament continuously for years have lost their seats in this time. Although this
election marked a significant power shift in Sri Lankan history, it was conducted
in a peaceful environment during the pre-election, election, and post-election
periods. This reflects the gradual adherence of candidates, voters, and authorities
to democratic values in the country.

Generally, while the government takes steps to prevent election-related violence in
previous elections, efforts to address the misuse of state resources were observed
this time. For instance, the Sri Lanka Police introduced a hotline for citizens to report
misuse of public resources during the election campaigning. This governmental
initiative to give practical effect to the circular issued by the Election Commission
regarding election malpractices, including the misuse of public resources, can be
considered a commendable step. However, this does not imply that misuse of
state resources did not occur during this election. Although there was a relative
reduction, such misuse still took place, particularly involving state officials in
managing political campaigns.

The misuse of social media was as prevalent in this election as it was during the
presidential election. Beyond usual physical campaigning, all political parties
have actively utilized virtual platforms for promotional activities. Notably, such
campaigning continued through social media even during the silent period, which
constitutes a direct violation of election laws. Therefore, this issue warrants further
attention from the Election Commission and other responsible authorities.

If the positive culture established during the 2024 presidential and parliamentary
elections in Sri Lanka can be maintained and further improved, it would be a
significant step forward to uplift democracy and social well-being. Sustaining these
principles will undoubtedly be challenging due to the rooted social and political
practices over decades in a country like Sri Lanka. However, it is the responsibility
and duty of the government, politicians, authorities, and all citizens to uphold and
carry forward these democratic values.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

To the Government

Amendments to the existing Electoral Laws - Existing electoral laws,
such as the Constitution of Sri Lanka, the Parliamentary Elections

Act No. 1 0f 198], the Presidential Elections Act No. 15 of 1981, and the
Provincial Councils Elections Act No. 2 of 1988, should be updated to
reflect contemporary electoral challenges. This includes ensuring clarity,
accessibility in multiple languages, and adaptability to modern election
practices. Key focus areas should include strengthening provisions

on campaign financing, digital electioneering, and penalties for non-
compliance.

Integration of Electoral Reform into the New Constitution

The new government must prioritize the empowerment of the Election
Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) by including provisions for prosecution
powers, enhanced human and financial resources, and financial
independence in the new constitution. These measures are critical for
ensuring the ECSL can operate without undue political influence.

Capacity Building for Election Officials

Introduce mandatory training programs for government officials
involved in election duties, emphasizing electoral laws, dispute resolution
mechanisms, and ethical responsibilities. Collaboration with election
monitoring organizations can further enhance the effectiveness of these
programs.

To the Election Commission (ECSL)

Enhanced Complaint Handling Mechanisms

Expand the capacity of Election Dispute Resolution (EDR) units,
particularly in high-volume districts like Colombo. This includes
allocating additional officers and multiple complaint lines to ensure
timely complaint resolution during elections. Issuing a reference number
to each complaint would be easy for the complainant to follow back on
the actions taken for the complaint as well.

Interconnected Databases for EDR Units

Develop an integrated digital platform connecting district and national
EDR units. Such a system would enable real-time tracking of complaints,
enhancing efficiency and accountability in resolving electoral disputes.
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Proactive Financial Disclosure Practices

Continue publishing candidate election expenditure reports online, as
initiated during the 2024 Presidential Election. This initiative should be
institutionalized and regulated to ensure transparency and public access
as mandated by law.

Electoral Knowledge Enhancement

Conduct regular training programs for government officials assigned
election duties, focusing on electoral law and dispute resolution.
Collaboration with national election monitoring organizations can
strengthen the training content and delivery.

To the Election Commission and Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery Or Corruption

Collaboration on Asset Declarations

Strengthen the enforcement mechanisms for verifying and monitoring
asset declarations of candidates and elected Members of Parliament
(MPs). ECSL and the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption (CIABOC) should collaborate to facilitate public complaints
and take appropriate legal action. The establishment of the centralized
digital system needs to be established sooner to see the effectiveness of
the law.

Public Engagement in Accountability

Introduce public reporting channels for citizens to raise concerns about
asset declarations and campaign expenditure reports submitted by
candidates. CIABOC can take the lead in legal enforcement, while ECSL
focuses on guiding and educating citizens about their rights to demand
accountability.

To Political Parties and Candidates

Transparency in Digital Campaign Advertising

Mandate clear labeling of digital political advertisements as to whether
they are paid is recommended. These measures would promote
transparency, reduce voter manipulation, and minimize the misuse of
personal data in campaign strategies.

Mandatory Asset Declarations

Embed asset declaration requirements within political party policies,
making it mandatory for all candidates to submit declarations alongside
their nominations. This step fosters internal accountability and sets a
precedent for transparency.
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To Media

Facilitation of Candidate Debates

Establish neutral platforms for moderated debates, enabling candidates
to present policies and engage in constructive dialogue. This initiative
promotes accountability and informed decision-making among voters.

Adherence to Election Guidelines

Ensure strict compliance with ECSL-issued media guidelines during
election periods, focusing on balanced reporting, fact-checking, and
refraining from airing misinformation.
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No. 2403/19 - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2024

(Published by Authority)

PART I: SECTION (I) - GENERAL

Government Notifications

DIRECTIONS TO PREVENT THE DIRECT OR INDIRECT USE OF MOVABLE OR IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES BELONGING TO THE STATE, STATE CORPORATIONS, OR STATUTORY BOARDS
DURING THE PERIOD OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION FOR THE PROMOTION OF OR IN

PREJUDICE TO ANY PARTY, GROUP OR CANDIDATE OR OBSTRUCTING THE CONDUCT OF

THE ELECTION

THE Election Commission does hereby issue the following directions under Article 104 B (04) (a) of the Constitution for
the purpose of preventing the use of any movable or immovable property belonging to the State, any State Corporation or
Authority or Statutory Board or Public Company for the purpose of promoting or demoting the election of any candidate of
any political party or independent group or using such properties in a manner that would obstruct the conduct of the election.

R. M, A. L. RATHNAYAKE, M. A. P. C. PERERA,
Chairman, Member,
Election Commission. Election Commission.

AMEER FAA1Z, A. SHANMUGANATHAN, Prof. LAKSHMAN DISSANAYAKE,
Member, Member, Member,
Election Commission. Election Commission. Election Commission.

At Election Secretariat,

Sarana Mawatha,

Rajagiriya,

On this 25th Day of September, 2024.

Al
o

S b
1A- PG 6894 - 504 (10/2024)
This Gazette Extraordinary can be downloaded from www.documents.gov.lk
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In terms of Article 104(B)(04) (a) of the Constitution “The Election Commission shall have the power during the

period of the election to prohibit the use of any movable or immovable property belonging to the State, any State Corporation
or Authority or Statutory Board or Public Company for the purpose of promoting or preventing the election of any candidate
of any political party or independent group contesting the election. Under subparagraph (b) of that Article it shall be the duty
of every person or officer in whose custody or under whose control such property is for the time being, to comply with, and
give effect to such directions issued by the Election Commission. All Public Officers including all Secretaries to Ministries,
Chief Secretaries of Provinces should comply with these directions. Also, the Heads of institutions should ensure that all
officers coming under their contrel do comply with these directions. These directions are applicable to all public institutions
such as Ministries, Commissions, Departments, Provincial Councils, Local Authorities, Co-operatives, State Corporations,
Statutory Boards, State Authorities, State Banks, State Universities, and Public Companies.

02. Officials

2.1

2.2

The skills and knowledge of all public officers and their time are considered the property of the State. Therefore,

2.1.1 Evenapublic officer with political rights shall not engage in political promotions inside the office premises
or outside the office premises without formally availing of leave.

2.1.2 Officers without political rights should not engage in political activities even after availing of leave.

2.1.3 Public officials who do not have political rights will commit an offense if they use their personal social
media accounts or other accounts to make statements or publicize anything that either promote or undermine
any political party, independent group, or candidate.

2.1.4 Even public officers with political rights should refrain from engaging in campaign activities during office
hours using government resources. It will be considered an offense if they permit the dissemination or
publication of false news, disinformation, or intentionally altered or distorted information about any
political party, independent group, candidate, or election through their personal social network accounts.

Preventing misuse of State properties for political activities

2.2.1 Noofficer or employee is entitled to use State properties viz. vehicles, communication equipment, printers,
telephone facilities, photocopy machines, media equipment, circuit bungalows, and another public employee
or anything else belonging to the State for political activities.

2.2.2 When the Election Commission determines that it is necessary to further investigate information or complaints
received by the Commission citing that one or more orders issued by the Election Commission to prevent
the misuse of State properties in connection with the parliamentary election is/are violated, the officials
under whose charge the necessary documents, both print and electronic, minutes, registers, and reports on
recruitment or appointments lie should pursue action to produce them to the Election Commission or to
any other official authorized for the purpose by the Election Commission when demanded by the Election
Commission to do so. Public officers concerned shall be and are bound to make detailed statements when
required to make an oral or written statement by the Election Commission or any other official authorized
for the purpose by the Election Commission for the purpose of a further investigation carried out into any
violation of orders or any one of them issued by the Election Commission.

2.2.3 Every public officer shall be and is bound to pursue action to be present at the Election Commission in
person fo make every necessary explanation and produce all necessary documents when summoned by
the Election Commission to inquire into any violation of orders or any one of them issued by the Election
Commission regarding the misuse of State properties in connection with the parliamentary election.
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23

24

Recruitment, appointment, promotion and transfer of officers

231

23.6

Officers should refrain from making any recruitment, appointments, promotions and transfers of whatever
nature in public institutions inciuding the recruitment, appointments, promotions, and transfers done in
compliance with the prescribed procedure under the powers vested in the Commissions appointed by the
Constitutional Council, during this period without the approval of the Election Commission.

. However, when the Secretary to the relevant Ministry or the Head of the relevant Department opines that

there is a need to implement without postponing an island-wide program or an internal arrangement for the
recruitment/promotion of officers that has been commenced before the parliamentary election is announced
and when the relevant authorities can ascertain that any other island-wide recruitment / promotion in the
public service or in the State institutions is made properly devoid of political interference, the concurrence
of the Election Commission may be granted. In such cases, a request in that regard should be made to the
Election Commission and the prior written approval of the Commission obtained.

‘When recruitment is made in Public Service at divisional or provincial levels for the purpose of avoiding
interruptions to sanitary, janitorial or maintenance services and of maintaining essential services, such
recruitments should be made with the concurrence of the Election Commission and it is the responsibility of
relevant authorities to carry out such recruitments in a transparent manner and free of political intervention.

General transfers of all public officers including teachers and principals of government schools who would
be deployed for election duties in the area where the parliamentary election is to be held should be suspended
for the period starting from the day on which the nominations are received and ending two weeks after the
date of poll.

Transfers of public officers or officers of State Corporations/ Statutory Boards who would not be engaged
in election duties should not be carried out on political grounds during the period of election and it is the
responsibility of all relevant authorities to give effect to transfers without leaving room for complaints of
political intervention.

This is not applicable to transfers done on disciplinary orders and if any transfer is required to be made
on the exigency of service or under special circumstances, the such requirement should be brought to the
notice of the Election Comumission and approval obtained.

Preventing misdeeds connected to postal vote marking

2.4.1

242

243

Public officers should not bring or use any equipment prohibited by the Election Commission inside postal
voting stations.

‘When public officers mark their postal ballots, it shall be an offense for them to take / display/cause to
display, issue to public media, or upload to social media photographs of the ballot paper or the marked
ballot or the polling station.

It shall be an offense to take photographs of the postal polling station or share these images with the public
media or post them on social media networks.

03. Functions, Mobile Services, and Trade Fairs

3.1

Functions:

3.1.1

Functions such as laying foundation stones, opening ceremonies, and vesting in the public utilizing
government finds and State properties should not be organized or conducted during the period of an election
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since the politicians who attend these functions may express opinions and views on the parliamentary
election and conduct of these functions ceremonially may lead to the promotion or cause prejudice to any
party group or candidate.

3.1.2 In the case of functions scheduled before the publication of the poll notice for the parliamentary election

and which cannot be canceled or postponed, the Election Commission should be informed thereof for
instructions of the Commission to proceed therewith. In the event of conducting such a function as involves
spending government funds, and if the promotion of or prejudice to any party/group or candidate has taken
place at such function, the officials who organized such a function should be held responsible for the same.

3.1.3 The officers who organize functions/events should bring to the notice of the Returning Officers of the

respective districts where such events are scheduled to be held during the period of the parliamentary
election well in advance enabling them to make arrangements to observe such events and keep records.

3.1.4 TItisstrictly prohibited to make any statement or to do any act, display or distribute flags/ banners/posters/

leaflets/notices promoting parties/groups or candidates at any function conducted spending State funds
during the period of an election, and the officers or authorities of State institutions who organize or fund
such functions should prevent such promotions taking place.

3.2 Mobile Services and Trade Fairs.

3.2.1 Since there is a tendency to use mobile services and trade fairs conducted during an election period utilizing

public funds and State property to facilitate the public for the promotion of or causing prejudice to parties/
groups or candidates, organizing or conducting of such trade exhibitions or carnivals should be avoided
during the period of an election.

3.2.2 Any trade exhibitions or carnivals scheduled before the Notice of Poll is published and cannot be canceled

or postponed during the election period should be reported to the Election Commission for guidance. If
such events are conducted using government funds and result in promoting or prejudicing any party, group,
or candidate, the officials responsible for organizing them will be held accountable.

3.2.3 The officers who organize mobile services and trade exhibitions should also take action to bring to the

notice of the Returning Officers of respective districts where such events are to be held during the period
of the election well in advance enabling them to make arrangements to observe those and keep records.

3.2.4 Itis strictly prohibited to make any statement or do any act, display or distribute flags/ banners /posters /

Ieaflets /notices promoting parties /groups or candidates at mobile services and trade exhibitions conducted
spending State funds during the period of an election and the official or State institutions that organize or
fund such events should prevent such promotions or causing prejudice to any candidate or party or group.

04, Implementation of Programs to Provide Commeon Amenities, Aids, and Special Projects

41

Long-term or medinm-term special programs may be implemented for the provision of facilities to the public
or for the development of the country or continuous programs to provide citizens with common amenities
and cannot be suspended due to an election. However, action should be taken to ensure that no promotion
of or causing of prejudice to any party/group or candidate is taking place through such special projects or
continuous programs after the issue of the Notice of Poll.
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05. Respo

5.1

52

06. Vehicles

6.1

6.2

6.3

During the period of an election the launch of programs to distribute State lands, conduct land kachcheris,
award title deeds for State lands, deeds to transfer ownership of houses and reliefs to residents, providing
subsidies, fertilizer, agro equipment for the plantation industry, and providing sports goods, kitchen and
household items, equipment for self-employment, bicycles, solar power lamps, building material for house
constructions, the release of housing loans/ compensations, efc. should be suspended. However, if it is apparent
that the suspension of the programs will impede the meeting of the needs of the general public, the Election
Commission should be consulted for necessary instructions. In the event the programs are already initiated or
for which approval has already been obtained to proceed, it should be the responsibility of the officers who
are charged with such programmes to implement them with the participation of only the relevant officials
without leaving any room for the promotion of parties/groups or candidates.

nsibility of the Heads of State Corporations, Statutory Boards that possess State properties

An officer should be nominated for each State Corporation, Statutory Board, Authority, and Company of which
more than 50% of shares are held by the government to take responsibility and supervise State properties
thercof.

Any property of any State Corporation, Authority, Statutory Board, or Public Company should not be allowed
to be used in such a manner so as to promote or demote any political party, independent group, or candidate.
It shall be the responsibility of the Head of the Institution to prevent the use of properties of the Institution for
political purposes and the Head of the Institution shall pursue action to prevent the use of State properties to
promote or demote any political party, independent group, or candidate. Heads of the Institutions who do not
comply with these directives properly will be dealt with treating the breach of these directives as an election
offense.

All officers in whose custody the pool of vehicles belonging to the State including motor cars, jeeps, cabs,
and buses, should take extra care in maintaining the vehicle pools and assigning such vehicles during the
period of an election so as to prevent such vehicles from being used for the promotion of election propaganda
campaigns of any political party, independent group or candidate. It should be noted that assigned vehicles
belonging to the State and vehicles hired to be used for specific duties are included in the said category. During
the period of election running charts should be properly maintained particularly in respect of pool vehicles
and vehicles other than assigned vehicles and the running charts should be scrutinized by a staff officer on a
daily basis to make sure that such vehicles are not used for any political propaganda purpose. Action should
be taken to ensure that State vehicles are not used for the promotion of or causing prejudice to any political
party on the pretext that they are used for official purposes with fake entries to that effect in the running charts.

No vehicle other than those two vehicles assigned for the purpose of providing security to H.E. the President
can be operated without the exclusive registration number issued by the Department of Motor Traffic and as
such no Minister or any member of his/her staff or another person can use State vehicles or vehicles belonging
to public institutions without the relevant registration number. Therefore, Secretaries of Ministries / Heads
of Departments and officers in whose custody the pool of vehicles belong to the State should ensure that no
vehicle belonging to State Department or State institution is operated with garage numbers or fake numbers.

All Secretaries of Ministries / Heads of Departments should ensure that public funds are not utilized for the
use of airplanes or helicopters or other vehicles for political propaganda activities.
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07. State offices, buildings, schools, and other buildings belonging to the State and Circuit bungalows

7.1  Government office buildings, schools, other buildings, and circuit bungalows belonging to the State oo arc
State property. Therefore, such buildings should not be used to conduct political meetings, discussions, efc.
It should not be construed that these directions prevent the buildings and halls which can usually be reserved
on payment of specified fees by any political party/ group, or candidate, from being so reserved during the
period of an election on payment of relevant fees without causing any discrimination towards any Party/

Group / Candidate.

7.2 Itis strictly prohibited to provide State-owned circuit bungalows, rest houses, and holiday resorts free of charge
to persons engaged in election propaganda activities. It is strictly prohibited to reserve any State-owned circuit
bungalows, rest houses, or holiday resorts free of charge to persons engaged in political propaganda activities.
Circuit bungalows, rest houses, and holiday resorts belonging to the State or State institutions and situated
in respective areas should not be reserved on a full-time basis during the period of election to any politician,
officer, or any other person. Also, no person who avails accommodation at the said circuit bungalows should
be allowed to engage in promoting any party, group, or candidate. Any election propaganda posters, banners,
cutouts, billboards, efc., are not to allow to be displayed on State-owned buildings or within their premises

or store therein.

7.3 When playgrounds or bare lands and halls or such other buildings belonging to the State, Provineial Councils,
and Local Authorities are reserved for the purpose of holding election propaganda rallies to promote a Political
Party/ Independent group or candidate, such reservation should be done in such a transparent manner that
no special favor, priority or discrimination is meted out to any party, independent group or candidate. Also,
such venues should not be reserved for the use of any party / group/ candidate or for any other purpose for a

prolonged period of time so that such venues are made not available for the use by other parties.

08. General

8.1  State property, State institutions, vehicles, equipment, buildings, lands, and public officers in particular,
should not be allowed to be used for the promotion or demotion of parties, groups or candidates in relation to
the election. No officer should allow any misdeeds such as attaching public officers of State institutions and
vehicles belonging to the State or State institutions or rented vehicles stationed outside the electoral area to
offices or institutions situated within the electoral area on the pretext that such attachments are done to carry
out urgent duties or special development project work in electoral areas but used to promote (or to prejudice)
parties, groups or candidates to take place. Officers, vehicles, and equipment, belonging to Media Units of any
State institution including Provincial Councils, Local Authorities, State Corporations, Boards, State Banks,
other Statutory institutions, and State Universities should not be used for the promotion of any party, group
or candidate. If entertainment equipment such as podiums, stages, decorations and vehicles, airplanes and
helicopters belonging to State institutions are usually hired under normal circumstances, such hiring during
the period of an election should be done in a transparent manner offering equal opportunities for all parties/

groups to hire such items.

8.2 Promotion of or causing prejudice to any party/group or candidate should not be done by way of broadcasting
/telecasting / publishing through television, radio, and press advertisement or by displaying billboards at
public places spending public funds to give publicity to development programmers of the government or to

anniversaries / commemorations.
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83

8.4

85

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

Allprivate cable television channels, private electronic and print media institutions, websites, and mobile and
fixed telephone service providers should act in such a manner during the period of the parliamentary election
so as to not cause any breach of election laws and in compliance with the media guidelines, directions and
instruction circulars issued by the Election Comumission and it shall be the responsibility of the Secretary
to the Ministry of Mass Media and the Chairman/Director General of the Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission who are responsible for regulating of such institutions to ensure strict compliance thereto by
the institutions aforesaid.

It shall be the responsibility of the Heads of State institutions/ provincial or Local Authorities and Mayors/
Chairmen/Urban Comumissioners/Secretaries and heads of each division under whose custody or control street
lamp posts and telephone poles, public roads and pavements, efe. fall, to prevent such properties situated
within their respective areas of authority from being used for display of banners, posters, flags, billboards,
and other decorations and for advertising by way of painting or digital panels, with the intention of promoting
or demoting parties / groups / candidates.

The Heads of Ministries, Departments, or State Institutions should take action to remove photographs,
advertising boards, flags, billboards, and decorations which have been erected before the commencement of
the election period and are being displayed at public places for the promotion or demotion of parties / groups
/ candidates. The Heads of Local Bodies and the Commissioners and Secretaries of such Bodies should take
action to remove advertising boards, flags, billboards, and decorations erected at public places within their
area of authority.

The directions preventing the use of State properties for the promotion or demotion of the election of any
candidate at this parliamentary election should be strictly adhered to without any favour. The Secretaries
to Ministries should pursue action to give instructions in this regard to the Heads of Departments, State
Corporations, and other institutions coming under the purview of the respective Ministry. Also, the Secretaries
of Ministries and Heads of institutions should ensure that all officers of their respective institutions comply
with these directions and instructions.

Public officers should essentially draw their attention to Article 104b (02) of the Constitution which reads as
“It shall be the duty of the Commission to secure the enforcement of all laws relating to the holding of the
patliamentary election and it shall be the duty of all authorities of the State charged with the enforcement of
such laws, to cooperate with the Commission to secure such enforcement™.

Please note that the responsibility of bringing the contents of these directions to the notice of respective
Ministers, State Ministers, Deputy Ministers, and the staff of the Ministers lies with the Secretary to the
respective Ministries while the responsibility of bringing such matters to the notice of Governors, Chief
Ministers and other Ministers of the Provinces lies with the Chief Secretary and the Secretaries of the respective
Provincial Ministries.

The Secretaries to Commissions should pursue action to bring these directions to the notice of the Chairpersons
and Members of such Commissions, as applicable.

In addition to the provisions of the Constitution, it is the duty of the Chief Accounting Officer or Accounting
Officer of Ministries/ Departments/ institutions to prevent or fo take action to prevent the misuse of State
properties.
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8.11 Negligence and/or omission of the duties entrusted statutorily or otherwise to Local Authorities and other
State Corporations, or Statutory Boards and Public Companies shall be treated as a breach of these directions.

8.12 Non-compliance with these directions is a punishable offense under Article 104gg of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

N.B.:- The term “State” wherever it appears in these directions means all State institutions including State Ministries,
Departments, Provincial Councils, Local Authorities, State Corporations, Statutory Boards, Commissiong, State
banks, State universities, Nationalized Companies, and institutions of which more than 50% of shares are held by
the State or State-owned companies.

The term “public officers and employees™ wherever it appears in these directions means all persons who engage and
are employed in any manner whatsoever in the institutions aforesaid and receive a salary or allowance.
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PART I: SECTION (I) — GENERAL

Government Notifications

MEDIA GUIDELINES UNDER ARTICLE 104B(5)(A) OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

THE Media Guidelines made by the Election Commission under Article 104 B(5)(a) of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka as finally amended by the 21* Amendment to the Constitution, for the parliamentary election
are indicated in Schedules 01, 02, and 03 below.

R. M. A. L. RATHNAYAKE, M. A. P. C. PERERA,
Chairman, Member,
Election Commission. Election Commission.

AMEER Faaiz, A. SHANMUGANATHAN, Prof. LAKSHMAN DISSANAYAKE,
Member, Member, Member,
Election Commissiot. Election Commission. Election Commission.

At Election Commission,

Sarana Mawatha,

Rajagiriya.

On this 25th day of September 2024.

1A- EPG 6898 - 504 (10/2024)
This Gazetle Extraordinary can be downloaded from www.d gov.lk
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Schedule 01

01. Committee of (Permanent) Representatives for enforcing and recommending media guidelines & general matters

1.1

1.2

Every media institution shall provide accurate, balanced and impartial information in broadcasting or televising
or publishing its news bulletins and any other programs related to political affairs. In this regard, the Election
Commission shall appoint a Permanent Representative Committee to monitor and ensure that the following media
guidelines issued by the Commission are properly adhered to and to make observations and recommendations on
compliance with the guidelines. The Committee shall act in accordance with the directions and instructions of
the Election Commission which shall take necessary decisions upon the recommendations of such Committee.
The composition and members of the Committee will be announced by the Commission after the announcement
of the dates for the presidential election.

In these guidelines “period of an election” means the period commencing on the making of a Proclamation or
Order for the conduct of a referendum or for the holding of an election, as the case may be, and ending on the

date on which the result of a poll taken at such referendum or election, as the case may be, is declared.

Schedule 02

02. Guidelines for Electronic Media Institutions and Administrators of Websites and Social Media Websites

2.1

22.

2.3.

2.5.

2.6.

2.7.

All telecasting and broadcasting must maintain neutrality and impartiality in their coverage of election-related
matters. They should refrain from discriminatory actions against any participating political party, independent
group, or candidate, and should not provide preferential treatment to any party, group, or candidate when
allocating airtime on radio or television.

Electronic media shall refrain from commenting on editorials published in newspapers in a manner that promotes
or prejudices any political party, independent group, or candidate. In the event that an editorial opinion is
broadcast or telecast, the affected party should be given a similar opportunity to broadcast or telecast material
to present a counter perspective.

Every presenter of programs and announcer on television and radio channels shall refrain from expressing
personal views, on program where newspaper headlines and cartoons are presented which may promote or
prejudice one party.

It shall be the responsibility of the news and current affairs divisions of all electronic media institutions not to
broadcast or telecast any program or supplement during the period of an election, if such program, supplement
or news item is inconsistent with the election laws and media guidelines of the Election Commission.

‘Where any material covering an incident or event is broadcast or telecast during the period of the parliamentary
election with comments of one candidate, or representative of any other political party/independent group having
an interest in such event or likely to be affected by that incident or event should also be given an opportunity
to express the views on such incident or event.

The names of the scriptwriter, announcer and editor of any documentary program or any other special program
broadcast or televised during the period of the election which is directly connected with such election/poll shall
be disclosed when such program is broadcast or telecast. In the event of any such media institution retaining
the right not to disclose such particulars, the person in charge of such program shall be held responsible for the
contents thereof.

A media institution shall not utilize airtime redundant to make allegations against any candidate contesting
at an election if the allegations cannot be substantiated. If any political party, independent group or candidate
claims that another political party, independent group or candidate or supporter thereof has made any false and
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2.8.

2.9.

2.11.

prejudicial statement against a political party, independent group or candidate that party, group or candidate
shall be given an opportunity to counter the same.

Any news or program covering any crime that is likely to promote or demote any political party, independent
group or candidate is telecast or broadcast, every media institution if publishing such news or program shall
consult all parties involved therein for clarity.

Where during the period of the election coverage is given by radio or television to opinions or views expressed
by the President or the Prime Minister or any Minister, it shall be treated as coverage given to the political party
to which such person belongs. Therefore, any nominated leader of a rival party-political contesting the election/
poll shall also be given equal coverage free of charge in similar programs.

. No candidate shall be specially or favorably treated in the allocation of airtime on radio or television, to promote

the election of such candidate or to cause prejudice to another party/independent group/candidate.

No lecture, interview, or such other program with public officers shall be broadcast or telecast, during the period
of an election/poll, promoting any contesting party/independent group/candidate or causing disadvantage to
another candidate.

2.12. No photographs or statements of public officers not entitled to political rights and of officers in active service

2.13.

2.14

2.16.

in security forces and police as well as of retired officers of security forces and police taken or made in their
uniforms while in active service should be telecast or broadcast over electronic media in a manner promoting
or demoting any party or candidate.

Every electronic media institution shall act in a reasonable manner in selecting participants for panel discussions
so that the composition of the panel is balanced. Bvery media institution shall refrain from conducting programs
which cause disadvantage to any participant by conducting the program in a language in which such participant
is not proficient. Interviews with participants shall be conducted in a language that the participant is proficient
in. Information obtained through vague and incoherent questions should not be published, or such questions
should not be asked. At the outset, a participant in the program should be warned not to make statements which
are unethical or harmful to communal harmony, and if such statements are made while the discussion is in
progress, the program should be discontinued forthwith.

In any phone-in program, every caller shall be given fair opportunity to pose questions which are not unethical,
not harmful to religious or communal harmony and are consistent with the laws relating to elections. Every
person conducting such phone-in programs shall be answerable for any biased phone-in program,

. If the chairperson, member of the board of management, director or any journalist of any electronic or print

media institution is actively involved in political activities and where any such involvement may result in a
conflict of interest in providing balanced broadcasting, telecasting or publishing, such person shall inform in
writing the management of the institution, the following: -

(a) the involvement of a such person in political activity;
(b) the position held by a such person in the institution; and
(c) the extent of involvement of a such person in arranging and conducting programs.

‘Where any person holding any position in any recognized political party is also holding a dominant office such
as the chairman, member of the board of directors, chief executive or chief editor of any media institution and,
where such person is also a candidate at an election/a poll or the party to which such person belongs is directly
or under a recognized alliance contesting at such election/poll, he shall cease to engage in the duties assigned
to him in such media institution. Further, if such a person is contesting as a candidate or holding office in a
contesting party at an election/a poll, he shall not be involved in moderating any program in any television or
broadcasting institution which is of political in nature and, in the case of print media, such person shall not
publish articles on political matters through that media institution.
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2.17.

2.18.

2.19.

2.20.

2.21.

2.22.

2.26.

‘Where any participant of a political party/independent group refuses to participate in a discussion or an interview
in any media institution without assigning any reason for such non-participation, such media institution shall
not display an empty chair or use similar means to emphasize such non-participation. It is recommended that
a simple and direct announcement be made about the absence of the participant.

Any electronic media which broadcasts the result of an opinion poll on the election shall broadcast the name
of the organization which conducted such poll, the purpose of the research/opinion poll, the organization or the
person which commissioned and funded such poll, the methodology employed, the size of the sample, margin
of error and the period of fieldwork. Further, the broadcaster or publisher shall state that such poll reflects a
public opinion only at the time of such opinion poll.

‘Where any candidate makes any statement to promote the candidature of another candidate of a party or group,
to which such candidate does not belong, no publicity shall be given to such statement by way of broadcasting
or telecasting such statement.

No Photographing or videotaping shall be carried out at any polling station or postal voting center without the
due permission of the Election Commission. No unauthorized photo or video shall be published or broadcast
in the newspapers, or over electronie, print or social media. Even photographs and video footage taken after
obtaining the permission of the Election Commission should be published or aired only after the closure of the
poll. B

Any advertisement, quiz program, entertainment program, any program relating to development activities or
any such activities, film, teledrama, musical show or any other program of such naturc tclevised or broadeast
prior to the date of the election/poll, conducted by or featuring any candidate or promoting or demoting any
candidate or party or an independent group shall not be telecast, broadcast or published during the period of
silence which operates just before the date of the election/poll.

The “silence period” in relation to the election campaign is the period commencing 48 hours before the date on
which the election is scheduled to be held and ending on the date when the results are announced. No propaganda
activity or advertising whatsoever promoting or demoting any political party/independent group/ candidate
shall be carried out during this period. However, footage of public meetings held for the promotion of political
parties or candidates on the day before the start of the silence period may be aired only on one occasion on radio
and television during their news bulletins on the day following the meeting, in such manner that all parties or
candidates contesting the election receive an equal time slot. Also, news reports on final-day meetings may be
published in the newspapers circulating on the day following such meetings in such a manner that no party or
candidate receives special treatment.

. Every electronic media institution shall refrain from broadcasting or telecasting material that may promote or

induce hatred and intolerance among Sri Lankan people on various grounds including religious beliefs, faith,
language, ethnicity, customs and caste.

. Every electronic media institution shall avoid broadcasting or telecasting propaganda activities that promote

hateful politics among political activists and within society.

. Every clectronic media institution shall refrain from repeat-telecasting any statement made previously by any

candidate or a supporter about another candidate of another political party/independent group, without the
consent of the declarant and shall honour a request made by the declarant not to repeat such statements made
by him previously.

A media institution shall not give coverage to anonymous notices or material and to notices or materiat under
the names of fake organizations or persons. The responsibility in this regard shall lie with the respective media
institutions.
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2.27.

2.29.

2.30.

2.33

235

2.36

2.37

2.40.

A media institution and the person making any statement or reading the news, as the case may be, shall be
equally accountable with regard to the publishing, broadcasting or telecasting of incorrect statements or news
and shall be subject to legal procecdings that may arise in this regard.

. Electronic media institutions shall refrain from publishing unofficial results until the election/poll results are

officially announced by the Election Commission.

Government and semi-government electronic media institutions must avoid using state property and funds
to promote any political party, independent group, or candidate, or engage in activities that could harm any
institution or govermment revenue. Private media institutions should also adhere to these guidelines. In case
of a violatjon, apart from the penalties outlined in the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, disciplinary action specified by the relevant institution may be taken against those accountable.

The proprietors of all electronic media shall adhere to these guidelines and ensure that the respective institutions
owned by them observe such guidelines.

. It shall also be the responsibility of the administrators of social media sites and owners of Cable Television

channels to follow these guidelines as applicable to them, during the period of the election.

The administrators of internet and social media websites must ensure that artificial intelligence-based computer
programs do not spread false news, misinformation, or intentionally altered or distorted information about
parties/independent groups, candidates, or elections.

The administrators of internet websites and social media platforms should refrain from promoting biased opinions
in pre-election polls that could unfairly influence political parties/independent groups or candidates.

The administrators of intemet websites and social media platforms must not propagate without consent or
forcefully disseminate distorted photos, false news, or personal information of candidates or their family
members causing disturbance.

The administrators of internet websites and social media platforms should not prejudice parties/independent
groups or candidates by establishing fake social media accounts in other individuals’ names.

The administrators of intemet websites and social media platforms must not employ social media users to
disseminate false news, misinformation, or intentionally altered or distorted information about parties/independent
groups/candidates, or elections, nor should they generate false public opinion through fake social media accounts.

Ifa complaint is lodged with the Election Commission regarding the dissemination of false news, misinformation,
or intentionally altered information about a party/independent groups or candidate, internet website and social
media platform administrators should promptly address the inquiries, respond to the reported news or information,
and take necessary steps to remove it from their social media accounts or websites.

It shall be the responsibility of the proprietors and administrators of all television and radio stations which carry
out their telecasting/broadcasting within Sri Lanka via satellite technology to adhere to the media guidelines
issued by the Election Commission during the period of an election/a poll.

. Allelectronic media institutions should refrain during the period of an election/poll from broadcasting statements,

speeches or audio tapes by politicians or other persons appreciating acts of violence, violation of election laws
and illegal acts, or in a manner that causes disturbances and acts of violence among social groups.

Electronic media institutions shall refrain from publishing or airing any statement, report or propaganda made
on any media, whether in print, radio, television or interet / social media, on matters covered or not covered
by these media guidelines if they violate the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or
any election or other law in force in the country.
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2.41. Itis not only the duty but also the responsibility of the proprietors of electronic media institutions and administrators

and users of social media to adhere to these guidelines, as the observance of these guidelines is essential to hold a
free and fair election ensuring a level field for all parties/independent groups, candidates contesting the election.

Schedule 03

03. Guidelines for Electronic Media Institutions

3.2

3.3

34

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

All print media shall be neutral and impartial in their reporting of matters relating to an election, and shall not
act in a manner which discriminates against any contesting political party, independent group or candidate or
confers a special benefit to any such party, group or candidate, in allocating space in newspapers for a political
party, independent group or candidate.

It shall be the responsibility of all print media institutions not to broadcast or telecast any program or supplement
during the period of an election/poll, if the program, supplement or news item is inconsistent with the election
laws and media guidelines of the Election Conumission.

‘Where any material covering an incident or event is published during the period of an election/poll with comments
of one candidate, any other political party or independent group having an interest in such event or likely to be
affected by that incident or event should also be given an opportunity to express the views on such incident or
event.

‘Where during the period of election/poll coverage is given by radio or television to opinions or views expressed
by the President or the Prime Minister or any Minister, it shall be treated as coverage given to the political party
to which such person belongs. Therefore, equal space should be given to any nominated leader of a rival party-
political contesting the election/poll to publish his special statements and to all political parties, independent
groups and candidates in publishing articles on their propaganda campaigns.

No candidate shall be specially or favourably treated in the allocation of space in newspapers, to promote the
election of such candidate or to cause prejudice to another candidate.

No articles or other supplements on lectures, or interviews conducted for public officers shall be published,
during the period of an election/poll, promoting any contesting candidate or causing a disadvantage to another
candidate.

No photographs or statements of public officers not entitled to political rights and of officers in active service
in security forces and police as well as of retired officers of security forces and police taken or made in their
uniforms while in active service should be telecast, broadcast or published over electronic, print or other media
in a manner promoting or demoting any party or candidate.

Every print media institution shall act in a reasonable manner in selecting participants for panel discussions so
that the composition of the panel is balanced. Every print media institution shall refrain from conducting and
reporting on discussions which cause disadvantage to any participant by conducting the program in a language
in which such participant is not proficient. Reporting on interviews with participants shall be done in a language
that the participant is proficient in. Information obtained through vague and incoherent questions should not be
published, or such questions should not be asked. At the outset, a participant in the program should be warned
not to make statements which are unethical or harmful to communal harmony, and if such statements are made
while the discussion is in progress, such statements should not be reported.

If the chairperson, member of the board of management, director or any journalist of any print media institution
is actively involved in political activities and where any such involvement may result in a conflict of interest in
providing balanced broadcasting, telecasting or publishing, such person shall inform in writing the management
of the institution, the following;: -



52

ELECTORAL INTEGRITY

I 69008 : {]) odgw - § o IV s&EDE S:mded of Dens vwed oye - 2024.09.25 7A
G - 8 g 2 & 2]

Part I': Sec. (1) - GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPURLIC OF SRILANKA - 25.09.2024

3.10

3.12

3.17.

(a) the involvement of a such person in political activity;
(b) the position held by such a person in the institution; and
(c) the extent of involvement of a such person in arranging and conducting programs.

Where any person holding any position in any recognized political party is also holding a dominant office such
as the chairman, member of the board of directors, chief executive or chief editor of any media institution and,
where such person is also a candidate at an election/a poll or the party to which such person belongs is directly
or under a recognized alliance contesting at such election/poll, he shall cease to engage in the duties assigned
to him in such media institution. Further, if such a person is contesting as a candidate or holding office in a
contesting party at an election/a poll, he shall not be involved in moderating any program in any television or
broadcasting institution which is of political in nature and, in the case of print media, such person shall not
publish articles on political matters through that media institution.

Any print media that publishes the result of an opinion poll on the election shall publish the name of the
organization which conducted the poll, the organization or the person that commissioned and funded such poll,
the purpose of the poll, the methodology employed, the size of the sample, margin of error and the period of
fieldwork. Further, the broadcaster or publisher shall state that such poll reflects a public opinion only at the
time of such opinion poll.

‘Where any candidate makes any statement to promote the candidature of another candidate of a party or group,
to which such candidate does not belong, no publicity shall be given to such statement by way of broadcasting
or telecasting such statement.

No Photographing and publishing of any polling station or postal voting centre without the due permission of
the Election Commission. No unauthorized photo or video shall be published in the newspapers, or over print
media. Even photographs and video footage taken after obtaining the permission of the Election Commission
should be published only after the closure of the poll.

Any advertisement, quiz program, entertainment program, any program relating to development activities or
any such activities, or any other program of such nature conducted prior to the date of the election/poll, by or
featuring any candidate or promoting or demoting any candidate or party or an independent group shall not be
published during the period of silence which operates just before the date of the election/poll. It is considered
vital that a period of silence prevails just before the date of the poll to enable the voter to contemplate and,
consider the pros and cons of various policies announced and promises made by political parties and candidates
during the election campaign.

The “silence period” in relation to the election campaign is the period commencing 48 hours before the date
on which the election/poll is scheduled to be held and ending on the date when the results are announced. No
propaganda activity or advertising whatsoever promoting or demoting any political party/independent group or
candidate shall be carried out during this period. However, footage of public meetings held for the promotion
of political parties or candidates on the day before the start of the silence period may be aired only on one
occasion on radio and television during their news bulletins on the day following the meeting, in such manner
that all parties or candidates contesting the election receive an equal time slot. Also, news reports on final-day
meetings may be published in the newspapers circulating on the day following such meetings in such a manner
that no party or candidate receives special treatment.

Every print media institution shall refrain from publishing material that may promote or induce hatred and
intolerance among Sri Lankan people on various grounds including religious beliefs, faith, language, ethnicity,
customs and caste.

Every print media institution shall avoid publishing propaganda activities that promote hateful politics among
political activists and within society.
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3.18

322

3.27

3.28

A print media institution shall not give coverage to anonymous notices or material and to notices or material
under the names of fake organizations or persons. The responsibility in this regard shall lie with the respective
media institutions.

. Every print media institution shall refrain from republishing any statement made previously by any candidate

or a supporter about another candidate of another political party, without the consent of the declarant and shall
honour a request made by the declarant not to repeat such a statement made by him previously.

A print media institution and the person publishing or making any statement as the case may be, shall be
equally accountable with regard to the publishing, of incorrect statements or news and shall be subject to legal
proceedings that may arise in this regard.

All print media institutions shall refrain from publishing unofficial results until the election results are officially
announced by the Election Commission.

All government and semi-government print media institutions shall refrain from the use of state property and
funds to promote any political party, group or candidate or to cause loss to government revenue or act so as to
cause damage to any institution. In the event of a breach of this guideline, in addition to the penalties specified
in the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, disciplinary action may be instituted
against those responsible.

The proprietors of all print media shall adhere to these guidelines and ensure that the respective institutions
owned by them observe such guidelines.

. It shall be the responsibility of all print media institutions to adhere to these gnidelines during the period of the

clection.

It is not only the duty but also the responsibility of the proprietors of media institutions and administrators and
users of social media to adhere to these guidelines, as the observance of these guidelines is essential to ensure
a free and fair election.

All print media institutions should refrain during the period of the election from publishing news, statements,
or speeches by politicians or other persons appreciating acts of violence, violation of election laws and illegal
acts, or in a manner that causes disturbances and acts of violence among social groups.

Media institutions shall refrain from publishing any statement, report or propaganda made on any media, whether
in print, radio, television or internet/ social media, on matters covered or not covered by these media guidelines
if they violate the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any election or other law
in force in the country.

It shall be the responsibility of every print media institution to adhere to and abide by the ethics pertaining to
media.
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General Election 2024: TISL Cautions Interim Government on New Appointments

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) has deployed approximately 160 election
observers across all districts to monitor the misuse of public resources during the General
Election 2024. Since October 14, TISL has received 70 complaints, with many related to
new appointments made in public institutions.
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“We have received information about a contesting candidate being appointed to a public
service position. A formal complaint was lodged with the Election Commission regarding
this. We are closely monitoring the new ruling party for any misuse of public resources
during its election campaign. Several new governors, ministry secretaries, and
chairpersons have been appointed by the interim government, and some may have
political affiliations. We remind them to respect election laws, especially as stewards of
public property. In the previous election, we saw significant misuse of power and public
vehicles by governors for political purposes,” said Thushanie Kandilpana, National
Coordinator of the Programme for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR) at TISL.

Kandilpana was speaking at a media conference held yesterday (October 23) at TISL’s
premises in Nawala. She noted that during the previous Presidential Election, TISL
received 117 complaints involving public officials, and the Election Commission
subsequently removed over 40 of them from election duties.

TISL received more than 1,000 complaints of public resource misuse in the last election,
and investigations into several of these cases are ongoing. “For example, Lanka Mineral
Sands Ltd. hired 47 individuals during the Presidential Election period, exceeding the
necessary cadre. We are currently following up on this complaint with the Ministry of
Industries, and we will not hesitate to initiate legal action if it is not properly addressed,”
Kandilpana added.

Gowriswaran Kirupairajah, Senior Programme Manager at TISL, urged citizens to report any
misuse of public resources during the election with evidence. Complaints can be
submitted via the website www.apesalli.lk, through the hotline at 076 322 3442 (WhatsApp
available), or by fax at 011 286 5777. Verified complaints will be forwarded to the Election
Commission for further action.

Shaveendra Senarath, Programme Manager for the Political Sector at TISL, also spoke at
the media conference. He announced that, in collaboration with other election monitoring
organizations, TISL will monitor campaign finance for the General Election and make the
information publicly available through chandasallimeetare.lk.

#TISL #SriLanka #GeneralElection2024 #ElectionObserving #MisuseofPublicResources
#PPPR #PublicFunds
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TISL Raises Alarm Over Violation of Election Laws by Palmyrah Development
Board

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) has filed a formal complaint with the Election
Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) regarding recent appointments made at the Palmyrah
Development Board (PDB) in Jaffna, which appear to contravene current election laws.

On October 10, Selvin Ireneuss Mariampillai was appointed as Chairman of the PDB. Just
12 days later, on October 22, Mariampillai was replaced by Vinayagamoorthy Sahadevan.
These swift changes in leadership, along with the addition of several new board members,
were reportedly approved by the Cabinet Minister, despite existing restrictions set by the
ECSL.

According to election laws and the ECSL’s official Gazette issued on September 25, all
government institutions are prohibited from making new appointments, promotions, or
transfers during the election period without prior approval from the Election Commission.
The recent changes at the PDB raise serious concerns about compliance with these legal
standards and call into question the governance practices upheld during this sensitive
period.

These appointments undermine public trust and could challenge the fairness of the
electoral process. TISL urge the Election Commission to investigate these appointments
and take prompt corrective action.

TISL further calls on the Government to halt such appointments across public institutions
until the conclusion of the General Election to avoid perceptions of political bias or undue
influence over public bodies. Committed to ensuring transparency and accountability, TISL
will continue to monitor the situation and advocate for adherence to ethical and legal
guidelines within public institutions.

#SriLanka #TISL #GeneralElection2024 #ElectionLawViolations #ElectionObservation
#PublicService
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Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) has received 785 complaints regarding the
misuse of public resources for election campaigning as of November 10, 2024.

The largest category of complaints (616) pertains to the display of banners, cutouts,
posters, and similar items in public spaces.

These complaints were reported by about 160 election observers stationed across the
country and through the public platform ‘apesalli.lk.” Following verification, about 600 of
these complaints have been referred to the Election Commission for further action.
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LymdrauLIrer® @ Fenaganc ek s (QLINS] QIaTESamaT LIS Snaoin S 1 ih)

Parliamentary Bection - 2024
Transparency International Sri Lanka (Program of Protecting Public Resources)

* Requirsd
1. §dfefma/ DMEuL LD/ District *

Enter your answer

2 21804 smiddims/ G5 756 BmsEl/ Electorate *

Enter your answer

3. dxfz Bnaddama/ AuMSEGF Fmauld/ Polling Station

Enter your answer

4, goddm Hedds ede emddas/ YNréss @sweumerr Wifley/ Secretariat Division *

Enter your answer

5. em@d B zedes/ Gunsfey LGB/ Police Area *

Enter your answer

6. Aftsmaadd 28/ urgemenumer Fler GLug/ Name of the Observer *

Enter your answer

7. 8g8e® domie/ DU SEET auems/ Type of Incident
*

O muag rdum QummE QFmg & sauprad uwearu(f s 6/ Misuss of Public Property
O A BediE w80 dem mi-des/ FULalGrrs drssrriser/ [legal Campaign:

O s=te 0:8:0/ sumrEsSmarF Swrswn/ Voter Fraud

O dis pambst Ba o8 | urSsrarissmer Arlflse) Voter Intimidation

O d=te Bad o) UTEGEaneT kg Sey Vote Buying

O Sxis Bineton spime QTS5 S sray wanEs (s Polling Station Iregularities

O midee mde) UTRETOLS FEsa s Secunty sues

O =BBm Seamf & L6l FEIwmeT susipenm/ Physical Violence

() s8met/ Sy Other

)

8:58 endeas! Sdnd ndsin. (3:582 =820 gdoaast, 5288 § e3@:, ov senns I nas sned ndsn)
FllLMGMs smes0rs dlaflssayd. (Fhupslu’ L FuifsE, slunsEer Gero nhHmb dn wssw
B_g80Tel LS ER BT B_STATL & & eyLh)

EBriefly describe the incident. {Include persons involved, time of incident happened, and other important facts) *

Enter your answer
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Election Day Observation Report — District Level
Transparency International Sri Lanka

Parliamentary Election (November 14, 2024)

1. Basic Information
District:

Names of Observers:
Observed Areas / Electorates:
Observation Start Time:

Observation End Time:

2. General District Overview of the Election Day

2.1 General Environment:

a) Overall atmosphere in the district: (Calm, Tense, Violent, etc.)
b) Any widespread issues or concerns observed? (Yes/No)

c) Ifyes, describe briefly:

2.2 Security Presence:

a) Was there a sufficient security presence across the district? (Yes/No)
b) Were there any notable security concerns or incidents? (Yes/No)

c) Ifyes, describe briefly:

2.3 Voter Turnout:
a) General assessment of voter turnout across the district: (High, Medium, Low)
b) Any notable variations in turnout across different polling stations? (Yes/No)

c) Ifyes, describe briefly:
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3. Polling Stations Visited

[For each polling station visited, provide the following information:]

Polling Station 1

1) Name of the Polling Station / Location:

2) Time of Visit:

3) General Observations:
= Was the polling station functioning smoothly? (Yes/No)
= Was the station accessible to all voters, including those with disabilities? (Yes/No)
= Any Issues or Irregularities Observed? If yes, describe briefly:

= Other observations: [Provide additional details if needed)|

4. Incident Reporting (Misuse of Public Property and Resources / General Election Related
Incidents)
4.1 Total Number of Incidents reported

4.2 Detailed Incident Reports [For each significant incident, provide the following details:]
Incident 1:

a) Type of Incident:

b) Location (Polling Station Name/Electorate):

¢) Time of Incident occurred/reported:

d) Description: [Detailed description of the incident]

e) Actions Taken: [Any actions taken by officials or observers]

f) Status: (Resolved/Unresolved/Under Investigation)
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5. Summary of Observations

5.1. Overall Conduct of the Election:

a) Was the election conducted according to the established rules and procedures? (Yes/No)
b) Were there any widespread issues affecting the integrity of the process? (Yes/No)

c) Ifyes, describe: [Brief summary]

5.2 Strengths Observed: [Highlight key strengths or positive aspects observed during the day.]

5.3. Areas for Improvement: [Highlight key weaknesses or areas for improvement based on the

day's observations.]

5.4 Recommendations: [Provide any recommendations for improving future elections based on

observations. |

5.5 Additional Comments: [Include any additional information or comments that may be relevant

to the observation. |

Name:

Date of Submission:
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ANNEX 05: NEWSPAPER ARTICLES PUBLISHED
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General Election 20?4"
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Transparency International Sri Lanka
366, Nawala Road, Nawala,
Rajagiriyq,

Sri Lanka.

Phone: +94 11 4 369 781
Fax: +94 112 865 777
Email: tisl@tisrilanka.org
Web: www tisrilanka.org

twitter.com/tisrilanka
Ik.linkedin.com/company/tisrilanka
facebook.com/tisrilanka
instqgrqm.com/transparency_sri_ankq
youtube.com/user/tisrilankatube



