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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report by Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) evaluates the integrity of 
Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election, focusing on the misuse of state resources 
and other electoral challenges. Conducted under the Program for the Protection 
of Public Resources (PPPR), it highlights efforts to ensure accountability during 
this critical political event. The findings reveal that the misuse of state resources 
remained a critical issue during the election. The PPPR recorded 1,090 election 
violations, with nearly 80% of complaints involving the inappropriate use of public 
premises, state officials, vehicles, and funds. Violations also included the misuse 
of social media, public media, and private media for political purposes. However, 
challenges such as social media misinformation and non-compliance with 
election expenditure regulations persisted. TISL deployed 240 observers across all 
districts, ensuring comprehensive monitoring and enabling real-time responses 
to violations. Collaborations with local and international partners, including the 
Election Commission, strengthened oversight, while tools like the “Chanda Salli 
Meetare” platform tracked campaign expenditure. 

The report recommends reforms to electoral laws, enhanced independence 
for the Election Commission, and increased transparency from political parties, 
candidates, and the media. Despite challenges, the election marked progress 
toward greater electoral integrity, with further reforms essential to strengthening 
democracy and public trust in governance. By implementing the recommendations 
outlined in this report, Sri Lanka can further strengthen its democratic processes 
and foster greater public trust in governance. 
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INTRODUCTION
The report provides a detailed analysis of Transparency International Sri Lanka’s 
(TISL) election observation activities during the 2024 Parliamentary Election, with 
a particular focus on the misuse and abuse of state resources. TISL’s commitment 
of promoting accountability and preventing corruption is especially critical during 
election periods, as the potential for exploiting public resources for political 
advantage significantly increases. This report serves as a comprehensive record 
of findings from the Program for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR), which 
sought to safeguard public integrity by identifying and addressing instances of 
state resource misuse.

The report captures the key findings, challenges, and outcomes of the PPPR’s 
election monitoring efforts, shedding light on the types of violations observed, 
such as the misuse of state-owned vehicles, public premises and facilities, and 
funds, as well as the inappropriate use of public officials for political activities. 
Additionally, the report presents TISL’s recommendations for enhancing safeguards 
against the misuse of public resources in future elections and fostering stronger 
collaboration with the Election Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) and other relevant 
stakeholders who play strong roles in elections in Sri Lanka.
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BACKGROUND TO THE 2024 PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTION
The 2024 parliamentary election in Sri Lanka, held on November 14, marked a 
pivotal juncture in the nation’s political history, signaling a shift toward reform and 
accountability under the leadership of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake. This 
election followed the dissolution of Parliament on September 24, 2024, a decision 
made by Dissanayake in keeping with his campaign promise to reset Sri Lanka’s 
governance framework. This move was essential for aligning the legislature with 
the reformist mandate he championed during his presidential campaign. His 
leadership arose against the backdrop of widespread dissatisfaction stemming 
from the 2022 economic and political crises, which saw mass protests force the 
resignation of key figures from the Rajapaksa administration, symbolizing public 
rejection of entrenched corruption and inefficiency.

The parliamentary election operates under Sri Lanka’s mixed proportional 
representation system, wherein 196 seats are directly elected from multi-member 
districts and 29 are allocated through a national list based on party vote share. 
This framework, governed by Articles 99 and 99A of the Constitution, ensures 
proportionality while also encouraging political diversity. The 2024 election 
underscored the evolving dynamics of the electorate, with over 8,800 candidates 
vying for 225 seats and a record number of new parliamentarians being elected. 
Notably, the election also achieved a milestone in gender representation, as 21 
women secured seats, reflecting gradual progress in inclusivity within Sri Lanka’s 
political landscape.

The National People’s Power (NPP), led by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, 
secured an unprecedented victory with 159 seats, granting it a supermajority. This 
outcome not only provided the president with the legislative support necessary 
to enact sweeping reforms but also marked a significant departure from the 
dominance of traditional political parties. The NPP’s success in areas such as the 
Tamil-majority Jaffna district suggested a recalibration of ethnic politics, where 
voters prioritized governance and accountability over established ethnic and 
regional allegiances. However, this shift comes with heightened expectations for 
delivering on promises of economic revival and institutional reform.

Despite this historic mandate, the NPP faces substantial challenges. The economy 
remains fragile, burdened by inflation, debt, and dwindling foreign reserves, 
necessitating immediate and effective policy interventions. Additionally, while the 
NPP’s anti-corruption platform has galvanized public trust, it must now navigate 
entrenched institutional resistance to implement meaningful governance reforms. 
Addressing long-standing grievances of minority communities, particularly in the 
Tamil and Muslim-majority regions, will also test the government’s commitment 
to equitable development.

The 2024 parliamentary election not only underscores the resilience of Sri Lanka’s 
democratic framework but also represents a critical moment for systemic 
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transformation. The electorate’s decision to entrust a reformist alliance with 
power reflects a collective yearning for transparency, accountability, and 
inclusive governance. As the NPP embarks on this mandate, its ability to deliver on 
its promises will determine whether this election serves as a genuine turning point 
in Sri Lanka’s journey toward stability and progress or another fleeting political 
moment. With the country at a crossroads, the next few years will be crucial in 
shaping its socio-political and economic trajectory. 

Major concerns raised before the election period 

Before Sri Lanka’s Parliamentary Elections in 2024, several significant concerns 
have been raised by the public, political groups, and observers. The country 
continues to grapple with economic instability following its severe crisis in 2022. 
Concerns include the impact of IMF-mandated reforms, such as raising taxes 
and reducing public expenditure. While these measures aim to stabilize the 
economy, they have increased the burden on the lower-income population, 
with widespread criticism over rising costs of living and reduced social welfare. 
Also, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s administration emphasized anti-
corruption reforms and transparency, aligning with the demands of the 2022 
protests. However, skepticism remained   before the election period regarding the 
political will and ability to implement meaningful changes given the entrenched 
corruption in various institutions. 

Also, this election period marked a departure from traditional party dominance, 
with newer alliances such as the National People’s Power (NPP) gaining 
momentum. Questions about the capacity of these new players to form a stable 
government and deliver on their promises were prominent. Rising poverty levels 
and increased economic disparities were also identified as central issues. 
Public debates focused on how the next government will address inequalities 
exacerbated by the economic crisis, particularly for vulnerable groups like 
women, children, and the elderly. Ensuring free and fair elections was also a major 
concern, with the presence of domestic and international election observers. The 
role of misinformation and its potential impact on the democratic process was 
also under scrutiny. 

On September 24, 2024, President declared the parliamentary election to be held 
on November14, 2024, as the next prioritized activity, shortly after his appointment, 
during a time when the above topics were primarily discussed in public. The goal 
was to gain the authority required to make their manifesto implemented on real 
grounds.
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Organizational Preparation 

The 2024 Parliamentary Election holds considerable significance, coming just 
nine weeks after the 2024 Presidential Election. With such a limited preparation 
time, Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) faced an urgent challenge in 
preparing for effective election observation. The newly elected president and the 
interim cabinet assured the public that state resources would not be misused 
during the campaign period of the Parliamentary Election. To ensure the success 
of its election monitoring efforts, TISL sought funding opportunities that support 
comprehensive election observation. These contributions helped TISL to advocate 
for transparency, facilitate the monitoring of election expenditures, and ensure 
that all aspects of the electoral process, especially those related to campaign 
finance and public resources are handled with the utmost integrity. In doing so, 
TISL continued to play a crucial role in enhancing the democratic landscape in Sri 
Lanka, benefiting both the country and its citizens.

Transparency International Sri Lanka deployed a robust observation mechanism 
for the Presidential Election 2024. Following the same procedure, TISL employed 
the selected District Observers and Electoral Observers after considering a 
performance evaluation in the previous observation activities. Several Electoral 
Observers were replaced after considering the evaluation matrix and discussions 
with the District Observers and staff feedback was taken into consideration 
regarding District Observers’ performance as well.

During the Presidential Election 2024 TISL teamed up with five prominent election 
observation organizations in Sri Lanka, PAFFREL, CaFFE, CMEV, Hashtag Generation, 
and IRES. Together, they have established a collective mechanism to observe 
campaign expenditure using an innovative tool that includes both a website and 
a mobile app. This tool is designed to track campaign expenditures in real-time, 
empower voters with vital information on candidates’ financial activities, promote 
a level playing field for candidates, ensure that no candidate has an unfair 
advantage due to the misuse of funds and omit to foster an electoral environment 
based on democratic fairness and transparency.  During the Parliamentary Election 
the same tool was used in calculating and monitoring the election expenditure of 
the candidates and TISL focused majorly on the areas of public gatherings, costs 
associated with promoting candidates through billboards, cutouts, and other 
physical advertising campaigns, including party office maintenance. However, 
considering the organizational capacity, population and reported incidents 
during the Presidential Election, TISL deployed the campaign finance monitoring 
activities only in the districts of Colombo, Kandy, Puttalam and Kurunegala.
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY 
Legal Framework

Protecting public resources is crucial for ensuring fair and transparent elections. 
Misusing public assets such as money, vehicles, and facilities for electoral purposes 
undermines democracy and creates inequality among candidates. To address 
this, national and international laws safeguard public resources during elections. 
The 2024 Sri Lankan Parliamentary Elections operate under such a framework, 
incorporating legal provisions to ensure integrity, prevent misuse of resources, 
and regulate campaign financing. Organizations like Transparency International 
Sri Lanka (TISL) are empowered to monitor these processes.

The Supreme Court has interpreted public resources as assets held in trust for the 
people. The Election Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) is tasked with conducting fair 
elections and issuing directives to prevent the use of state resources like vehicles, 
buildings, and public servants for election campaigns. The Offences Against 
Public Property Act No. 12 of 1982 outlines penalties for fraudulent use of public 
property, but prosecutions under this act for election-related misuse remain 
absent despite past incidents.

Public officers, considered public assets, are especially vulnerable to misuse. 
Regulations like the Establishments Code and the Anti-Corruption Act No. 09 of 
2023 define such misuse as corruption, imposing penalties for wrongful gains. 
Amendments to the Constitution have influenced ECSL’s authority. The 19th 
Amendment restored its power to prohibit the misuse of state property during 
elections, reversing limitations imposed by the 18th Amendment.

During election periods, ECSL directives prohibit misuse of state vehicles, buildings, 
and other resources. They also regulate public officer behavior, state-sponsored 
activities, and social media use for political purposes. The Campaign Finance Act 
No. 03 of 2023 further ensures transparency by setting spending limits, mandating 
financial disclosures, and penalizing violations to prevent undue monetary 
influence in politics.

International legal frameworks reinforce these principles, emphasizing that 
state resources should not provide unfair advantages to candidates or parties. 
These standards guide efforts like those of TISL to observe and prevent misuse, 
promoting accountability and fairness during elections.

The introduction of the Regulations of Election Expenditure Act No. 03 of 2023 (REEA) 
provides a vital legal framework aimed at regulating election-related spending 
in Sri Lanka. This law imposes strict limits on campaign expenditures, alongside 
mandatory disclosure requirements for candidates. Its purpose is to ensure 
transparency in campaign finance, safeguarding the integrity of the electoral 
process by preventing the undue influence of money on electoral outcomes. The 
enforcement of these provisions is central to TISL’s efforts to monitor and report 
on campaign finance.  
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Candidates are required to adhere to predefined limits on campaign expenditures, 
ensuring a level playing field. Exceeding these limits constituted a violation subject 
to penalties. Candidates need to disclose the sources of their campaign funding 
and provide detailed accounts of their expenditures. These disclosures aimed 
to foster accountability and prevent the influence of illicit funding. The Election 
Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) is responsible for monitoring compliance with the 
law. ECSL issued directives to ensure adherence and collaborated with oversight 
bodies to investigate and address violations.

Leading up to the elections, ECSL issued guidelines prohibiting practices like 
offering incentives, using state facilities, or transferring public officers for 
political advantage. Also, social media campaigns by public officers using state 
resources can be monitored and restricted. Complaints regarding disinformation 
and unethical social media campaigning are also addressed within the given 
legal provisions. Therefore, the violators faced penalties, including fines and 
imprisonment, as outlined in the Campaign Finance Act and related laws.

The Campaign Finance Act represents a milestone in Sri Lanka’s electoral 
reforms, striving to reduce the influence of money in politics and ensure free 
and fair elections. Its application during the 2024 Parliamentary Elections was a 
critical test of its effectiveness and the commitment of stakeholders to uphold 
democratic principles.

Methodology 

The Program for the Protection of Public Resources was designed in January 
2001 by three civil society organizations with the objective of protecting public 
resources during the election period. In December 2001, it was launched as a 
special project focusing on election-related abuses. Since then, TISL has used this 
methodology with periodic revisions to observe the misuse of public resources 
in all national-level elections, the 2013 Provincial Elections, the 2015 presidential 
election, the 2019 presidential election and the 2018 Local Government Elections. 

The Election Commission of Sri Lanka declared that the 2024 parliamentary 
elections would be held on November 14, 2024. The parliament was dissolved 
by President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on September 24, 2024, following his 
election to the presidency, in accordance with constitutional provisions allowing 
early dissolution. Nominations for the election were accepted between October 4 
and October 11, 2024, and the newly elected parliament convened on November 
21, 2024. This proclamation has been made through the extraordinary gazette No. 
2403/13. 

Accordingly, the PPPR unit of TISL was operational from 14th October to 15th 
November. Going beyond the 22 Electoral Districts of the country, TISL identified 
and appointed 25 Administrative District Coordinators (DO) for observation 
purposes. The DOs supervised a total of 173 Electoral Observers (EO) who were 
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tasked with observing violations at an electoral level. As such, TISL’s election 
observation team covered every district and electoral division of the country. Both 
levels of coordinators were trained in the applicable legal framework and were 
provided with the tools and resources necessary to observe, verify, document, 
and report on misuse of public resources. 

The PPPR methodology included two main elements:

1. Collection and Verification of information

2. Dissemination of Information

Information on instances of public resource misuse was obtained through three 
means:

•	 Network of Observers

•	 The General Public

•	 Field Visits

The EOs were engaged in ground level physical observations and input information 
using the two applications (Apesalli and Chanda Salli Meetare) accessed through 
their mobile phones. The DOs received the information uploaded by their respective 
EOs. DOs were expected to engage in verification and thereafter upload the verified 
entries to the applications for access to the National Secretariat placed at the 
Head Office of TISL and led by the National Coordinator. The National Secretariat 
did the final verification and uploaded the information to the Apesalli website and 
forwarded incidents to the Election Commission and necessary authorities. TISL 
provided weekly updates on the observations through social media and, where 
necessary, through press releases and conferences.   

TISL received and documented complaints from the public through the Apesalli 
and campaign finance web platforms, which will be channeled by the National 
Coordination Unit to be verified by the election observers on the ground. Then, the 
verified complaints will be directed to the Election Commission to take appropriate 
action. Also, a targeted media campaign was conducted calling the citizens to 
inform incidents pertaining to the misuse of public resources.  
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-TISL’s National Election Observation Structure: PPPR & CF observing mechanisms-

Geographic coverage and timeline 

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) carried out a thorough observation of 
the 2024 Parliamentary Election, covering all 25 administrative districts and 160 
electorates in the country. A district observer was assigned to each administrative 
district to monitor the overall election process in their area. Additionally, electoral 
observers were appointed to each electorate to ensure detailed monitoring at the 
local level.

In certain areas with higher electoral activity or special needs, TISL assigned 
extra observers. For example, additional electoral observers were deployed in 
the Tissamaharama electorate in Hambantota District, the Seruwila electorate 
in Trincomalee District, and the Puttalam electorate in Puttalam District. In the 
Colombo District, three extra observers focused specifically on monitoring 
campaign finance violations and related activities. The observation period began 
on 14th October 2024 and continued until 16th November 2024, covering the pre-
election period, election day, and post-election activities. This approach allowed 
TISL to provide thorough oversight throughout the election process, helping to 
ensure its integrity.
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KEY OBSERVATIONS
The PPPR recorded 1090 election violations during the campaign, including 
misusing state property, premises, officials, vehicles, & funds, voter registration 
issues, and social media misinformation. Over 850 complaints were taken into 
proper action, sharing incidents with ECSL or local observer groups.

As mentioned above, all the complaints were recorded under 12 categories1. The 
two categories that recorded the highest number of cases during the election 
were misuse of public premises (889 cases) and misuse of state officials (63 
cases) and both accounted for nearly 80% of the total number of complaints.

[1] The 12 categories of incidents reported are misuse of public officials, misuse of 
state vehicles, misuse of public funds, misuse of public premises/banners & posters 
displaying, misuse of state/private & social media, public official promotion, 
demotion & transfers, developmental meetings with political members, misuse 
of state position power, party office violations, distribution of goods & services, 
manipulation of state-sponsored development projects, livelihood grants & 
allowances for election purposes, and other projects. 

1.  Misuse of public officials, misuse of state vehicles, misuse of public funds, misuse of public 
premises/banners & posters displaying, misuse of state/private & social media, public official 
promotion, demotion & transfers, Developmental meetings with political members, misuse of 
state position power, party office violations, distribution of goods & services, manipulation of state 
sponsored development projects, livelihood grants & allowances for election purposes, and other
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1. Misuse of public officials
The misuse of public officials during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election 
involves deploying government employees for campaign activities, disregarding 
their neutrality. This undermines democratic principles, diverts public resources, 
and pressures officials to support specific candidates or parties. Such practices 
erode public trust and compromise the integrity of electoral processes.

TISL has received several reports regarding the misuse of state officials during 
the recent election. The participation of government officials in events promoting 
parliamentary candidates is not limited to this; many teachers and school 
principals have also been inappropriately utilized for election campaigning 
activities, along with numerous other state officials. This type of incident constitutes 
a violation of election laws and breaches institutional regulations under Chapter 
XXXII, Section 1, which prohibits state officials, particularly those in administrative 
positions, from engaging in political activities. According to Subsection 1.2, such 
actions are identified as offenses warranting dismissal from service.

2. Misuse of state vehicles
The misuse of state vehicles during Sri Lanka’s 2024 Parliamentary Election 
involved unauthorized use by candidates and their affiliates for campaigning. 
This practice diverted public resources for personal political gain, undermining 
fairness and transparency. It resulted in increased public expenditure, reducing 
accountability and eroding trust in the democratic processes and governance.

The appointment of the former Director of Southern Provincial Health Services 
as a Director of the Ministry of Health has been observed as another strategic 
move by the new government to indirectly gain an advantage during the election 
campaign. The particular director officially assumed duties in this position on 
October 30 at the Ministry of Health. Notably, around 40 officials from the Southern 
Provincial Health Services Directorate reportedly attended the event without 
taking leave, raising concerns about the use of state resources and personnel for 
political benefit.

Additionally, it was specifically observed that the officials who attended the event 
had utilized government vehicles for transportation. This further highlights the 
misuse of state resources. As a result, this incident constitutes multiple violations 
of election laws, raising serious concerns about fairness and accountability during 
the election period.

3. Misuse of public funds
The misuse of public funds during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary elections 
involved diverting government resources for election campaigns, favoritism, and 
unauthorized spending. State vehicles, personnel, and finances were used to 
promote candidates, violating transparency and accountability. This undermined 
democratic fairness, wasting taxpayer money meant for public welfare, and 
eroded trust in governance.
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4. Misuse of public premises/banners & posters displaying
The misuse of public premises, banners, and posters during Sri Lanka’s 2024 
parliamentary election reflects unethical practices that violate election laws. 
Such actions create visual pollution, waste public resources, and undermine 
democratic fairness. They often favor certain candidates, influencing voters 
unfairly while disregarding accountability and principles of equitable campaign 
practices.

5. Misuse of state/private & social media
During Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election, misuse of state resources, private 
funds, and social media platforms emerged as critical issues. Allegations included 
state resource exploitation for campaigns, private funding influencing voter 
behavior, and widespread misinformation and hate speech on social media. Such 
practices undermined electoral fairness, transparency, and democratic integrity.

The use of social media for election campaigning reached unprecedented levels 
during this year’s two major elections, compared to previous years. However, it 
was also observed that a significant number of election law violations occurred 
through social media platforms.

Despite these challenges, compared to the presidential election, state and private 
media organizations appeared to adhere more closely to the media guidelines 
set by the Election Commission. Efforts were evident in ensuring a balanced 
platform for all candidates, fostering a fairer election environment.

6. Public official promotion, demotion & transfers
During Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election, public officials’ promotions, 
demotions, and transfers are closely scrutinized to ensure fairness. Such actions, 
if politically motivated, can undermine electoral integrity. Transparency and 
adherence to established regulations are crucial in preventing abuse of power, 
ensuring impartiality, and maintaining public trust in democratic processes and 
governance.

The District Secretary, Hambantota was transferred to the Ministry of Justice, Public 
Administration, and Home Affairs effective from October 14, 2024. Subsequently, 
the Secretary to the Southern Provincial Ministry was appointed to the position of 
Hambantota District Secretary.

On October 10, a new chairman was appointed to the Palmyrah Development 
Board on October 22. Additionally, several new members were appointed to its 
Board of Directors. Similar executive appointments were made at the Sri Lanka 
Foundation Institute and the State Film Corporation during the election period. 
These actions, conducted without the Election Commission’s approval, flagrantly 
violated election laws, disregarding restrictions imposed to ensure impartiality 
during the electoral process.
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7. Developmental/ State meetings with political members
Developmental or state meetings during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election 
involve interactions between political leaders, public officials, and stakeholders. 
These gatherings aim to discuss policies, infrastructure plans, and social welfare 
programs. Often used to engage voters, they highlight party visions, address 
regional issues, and influence public opinion for electoral gains.

8. Party office violations
Party office violations during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election refer to 
misuse of campaign offices for illegal activities, such as vote-buying, voter 
intimidation, unauthorized propaganda, and breaching election laws. These 
offices sometimes act as hubs for distributing unlawful incentives, undermining 
free and fair elections and eroding public trust in democratic processes.

9.Distribution of goods & services
The distribution of goods and services during Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary 
election is a critical issue tied to election integrity. Allegations of bribery and 
misuse of public resources highlight the need for strict monitoring. Ensuring 
fairness requires transparent regulations to prevent exploitation for political gain, 
safeguarding democratic processes and public trust.

10. Manipulation of state sponsored development projects, 
livelihood grants & allowances for election purposes
Initiating State-sponsored development projects, livelihood grants, and 
allowances is unethical and can undermine the integrity of the election process. 
They use public resources as tools of patronage and coercion, undermining 
democratic values by using the electorate’s needs for political gain. These acts 
are often classified as forms of vote-buying or election manipulation, and they 
can contribute to voter disenfranchisement and a lack of trust in the political 
system.

In the Polonnaruwa District, programs were planned to prepare documentation 
and conduct awareness sessions aimed at empowering recipients of the 
Aswasuma welfare scheme. These initiatives targeted low-income individuals, 
with efforts made to provide benefits during the election period. It is evident that 
this was a covert attempt to increase electoral support through such measures.

11. Other 
The PPPR unit has received 23 complaints about other kinds of election violations, 
including using personal vehicles for promoting candidates. Incidents where 
candidates organized events and distributed meals for the participants were also 
halted with prompt actions. 

In instances where religious symbols were used for election campaigns, TISL sent 
a letter to the EC regarding the situation, which led the EC to take swift action and 
start an investigation.
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A press conference organized by the leader of the Tamil Makkal Viduthalai 
Pulikal (TMVP) party was scheduled but was cancelled in accordance with the 
regulations stipulated by the EC to be followed on the election day.  

Comparative Analysis
The comparison between the 2024 Presidential and Parliamentary elections 
highlights significant variations in misuse of public resources. There is a noticeable 
decline in many categories except two specific categories, namely misuse of 
public premises/banners & posters displaying and public official promotion, 
demotion & transfers.

Efforts by organizations such as Transparency International Sri Lanka are pivotal 
in curbing these issues, emphasizing stricter enforcement of anti-corruption 
measures and monitoring mechanisms.
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ACTION TAKEN AND DIRECT INTERVENTIONS 
The Program for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR) focuses not only on 
reporting the misuse of public resources but also actively works to prevent such 
instances. The 2024 Presidential Election is considered one of the most peaceful 
elections in Sri Lankan history, with fewer violent incidents reported. However, 
misuse of public property by candidates for electioneering purposes increased 
compared to previous elections. TISL made concerted efforts to reduce and 
prevent these misuses throughout the election period. 

1. Distribution of Solar Panels Using Decentralized Funding

A complaint was received about the distribution of solar panels to religious 
institutions in the Kandy district under political influence. The PPPR team 
immediately lodged a complaint with the Election Commission, which resulted in 
the Ministry of Electricity halting the distribution of solar panels as per the Election 
Commissioner’s instructions on 1st August 2024.

2. Presidential Approval for Welfare Project by National Craft 
Council

TISL reported a welfare project approved by the then-president, who was also 
a presidential candidate, aimed at benefiting artisans under the National Craft 
Council. TISL lodged a complaint with the Election Commission, raising concerns 
that such projects could affect the independecy of voting. The Election Commission 
responded by instructing the Ministry of Industry to suspend the project until after 
the election.

3. Promise of Subsidies to Fishermen

The PPPR team intervened when it was reported that presidential candidate 
Mr.Ranil Wickremesinghe promised a kerosene subsidy to fishermen. TISL filed 
a complaint, highlighting the impact of such subsidies as it could promote one 
candidate over others and with TISL’s actions, the initiative was suspended by the 
relevant authorities.

4. Misuse of Public Vehicle

A complaint was lodged on 18th August 2024, against independent candidate Mr. 
Sarath Fonseka for allegedly using an official vehicle from his previous service for 
campaign purposes. After investigation, it was revealed that the vehicle had been 
decommissioned and sold at a public auction in May 2024, confirming no misuse 
of state resources.
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5. Personal Security for a Former MP’s Spouse

TISL reported the misuse of official security assigned to the spouse of former MP 
Sanath Nishantha, who was participating in election campaigns without holding 
any official position. Complaints were filed with the Election Commission and 
relevant authorities, flagging the inappropriate allocation of security resources.

6. Misuse of Government Helicopters

It was reported that Independent Candidate Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe used a 
government-owned helicopter on 10th September 2024, for election campaigning, 
accompanied by another helicopter from the Sri Lanka Air Force. TISL sent a Right 
to Information (RTI) request to the Air Force to ensure transparency and verify 
whether proper payments were made for the helicopter usage.

7. Land Promises in Election Campaign

Members of the United National Party (UNP) in the Kaiveli area of Mullaitivu were 
reportedly offering land to local residents in exchange for their votes during the 
2024 presidential election. Acting swiftly upon this information, TISL lodged a 
formal complaint with the local police. As a result, three individuals involved in this 
illegal activity were arrested, and the land allocation forms that were being used 
to solicit votes were seized, effectively halting the operation and preventing further 
violations of election law.

8. Party Office Irregularities

The NPP party office in Mannar was opened on 8th September 2024 without 
proper registration. A TISL district observer reported the incident, and the Election 
Commission quickly intervened, ensuring that the office was registered according 
to election laws.

9. Misuse of Public Premises

A political campaign was scheduled in the Muthumariamman Temple premises in 
Mullaitivu on 17th September. Following a complaint, the Mullaitivu District Election 
Office took swift action, and the event was canceled.

10. Illegal Rallies

A motorcycle rally in support of Mr.Ranil Wickremesinghe, planned in Mullaitivu on 
8th September, was halted after six individuals were arrested. The participants 
were found distributing campaign pamphlets and carrying out illegal activities in 
violation of election regulations.
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11. Hambantota Public Officials’ Election Duty Suspension

19 government officers were found in the Hambantota district participating in 
election campaigns in violation of their establishment codes. As a result of TISL’s 
complaint, nine officials were suspended from election duty, including seven 
principals, one deputy principal, and one public health inspector. Further action is 
expected against the remaining officers.

Additional Observations

TISL identified several election law violations, including the illegal display of posters, 
banners, and cutouts, along with the distribution of food and money by various 
political parties. Through coordinated efforts with district observers, many events 
were canceled, ensuring a transparent and fair election process. The PPPR’s 
proactive approach has contributed significantly to safeguarding public resources 
during the election period.
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ELECTION DAY ENGAGEMENT 
During the 2024 Parliamentary Election, Transparency International Sri Lanka 
(TISL) closely monitored the misuse of public resources through its Program for 
the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR). This initiative not only focused on 
reporting violations but also worked proactively to prevent such incidents.

The 2024 Parliamentary Election was notable for being one of the most peaceful 
elections in Sri Lanka’s history, with a significant reduction in violent incidents. 
Additionally, the misuse of public property for electioneering purposes saw a 
marked decline compared to the 2024 Presidential Election, owing in part to TISL’s 
targeted efforts to address and curb these violations.

1. Election Law Violation: Grant Distribution Event Halted by 
Authorities
On October 15, 2024, the National People’s Power (NPP) organized an event at 
the community hall in Warakagoda Gamgoda, within the Madurawela Divisional 
Secretariat in Kalutara, to distribute grants of Rs. 50,000 to individuals engaged 
in self-employment. Development officers were also reportedly involved in this 
initiative. Following the complaint received from TISL, the Election Commission 
intervened through the Kalutara District Election Office to halt this activity, which 
was deemed a violation of election laws.

2. Teachers’ Union Campaigning for NPP Faces Election 
Commission Intervention
The Lanka Teachers’ Union organized a series of meetings in the Galle, Puttalam, 
and Polonnaruwa districts, with the participation of teachers and principals, to 
confirm the victory of the National People’s Power (NPP). These meetings were 
intended to promote the NPP’s success. However, based on prior notifications 
from Transparency International Sri Lanka, the Election Commission intervened 
and took steps to halt these activities.

3. Community Action Leads to Removal of Campaign Posters in 
Vavuniya
Supporters of a candidate of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya in Vavuniya placed 
campaign posters at the bus stop in Mamaduwa village, located in the Southern 
Vavuniya Divisional Secretariat area. After the residents and our team informed 
the candidate about the issue, accordingly the candidate removed the posters 
and restored the bus stop to its original condition, ensuring it was clean and 
properly maintained.
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4. Election Commission Halts Principal’s Political Meeting 
Supporting NPP
The Election Commission has ordered the immediate cancellation of a political 
meeting organized by the principal of Wadduwa Veihena School at his residence. 
The meeting, which was to be held on November 6 at 5:00 PM, was organized in 
support of the National People’s Power (NPP).

5. Election Commission Acts on Principal’s Violation of Political 
Neutrality
As school principals are prohibited from engaging in political activities due to the 
loss of their political rights, Transparency International Sri Lanka monitored the 
situation and submitted a complaint to the Election Commission. In response, the 
Election Commission’s Galle District Election Office acted promptly, notifying the 
Regional Education Director about the violation and instructing the principal to 
cancel the meeting immediately.

6. Election Law Violation: Galle District Candidate’s Meal 
Gatherings Halted
It has been observed that a candidate contesting for the Galle District under 
the New Democratic Front in the upcoming general election has been hosting 
large-scale meal gatherings daily at his residence near Akurala in the Rathgama 
electoral division. He has been providing food and beverages to a significant 
number of people. Following a complaint we filed,, the Galle District Election 
Dispute Resolution Center intervened and took steps to halt this activity, as it 
constitutes a violation of election laws.
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7. Election Commission Nullifies Controversial Transfers of 
Development Officers in Galle
A complaint was filed with the Galle District Election Office regarding a letter 
issued by the Galle Zonal Education Director to principals of Provincial Council 
schools in the Galle region. The letter stated that development officers assigned to 
these schools had been temporarily transferred to institutions under the Southern 
Provincial Council’s jurisdiction as of October 28, 2024. It further mandated that 
these officers report to their temporary assignments immediately, warning that 
failure to do so would result in the suspension of their salaries. Following the 
complaint, the Election Commission intervened and nullified these temporary 
transfers, as they were deemed to contravene election regulations.

8. Kandy District Election Office Halts Political Meeting Organized 
by Sarvajana Balaya Candidate
On October 25, 2024, a meeting organized by a candidate for the Sarvajana 
Balaya Party in the Kandy District was held at the Queens Hotel in Kandy. Around 
300 attendees had gathered, and a meal was prepared for them. However, the 
Kandy District Election Office intervened, and we were able to stop the event from 
proceeding.

9. Matale District Election Office Prevents Distribution of Food 
Parcels at Political Meeting
A meeting organized by a candidate contesting in the Matale District under 
the Cylinder symbol of the New Democratic Front was held on the 27th at 11:30 
AM at the Mahatma Gandhi International Center in Matale. The event featured 
the chairman of the Lanka Workers’ Congress as an invited guest. Following the 
conclusion of the meeting, arrangements had been made to distribute lunch 

23



ELECTORAL INTEGRITY A REVIEW OF THE INCIDENCE OF MISUSE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY DURING 2024 PPARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

parcels to those who attended. However, upon being notified about this, officials 
from the Matale District Election Office promptly intervened. The officials arrived 
at the venue, conducted an inquiry into the matter, and inspected the premises. 
As a result of the election officials’ presence, the plan to distribute the food parcels 
was halted.

10. Election Commission Intervenes to Annul NPP Candidate’s 
Appointment as Library Services Chairman
The Governor of the Central Province appointed a National People’s Power (NPP) 
candidate for the Nuwara Eliya District in the upcoming general election, as 
the Chairman of the Central Provincial Library Services Board. According to a 
complaint submitted to the Election Commission by Transparency International 
Sri Lanka, the Office of the Governor of the Central Province took steps to annul 
this appointment.

11. Hambantota Police Halt Illegal Election Campaign Activities at 
Public Market
In the Hambantota District, within the Tissamaharama electorate, promotional 
activities were conducted on October 27, 2024, at the Hambantota Public Market 
premises, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Hambantota Urban Council 
and the Hambantota Police Division. These activities involved the distribution of 
pamphlets in support of a candidate representing the Samagi Jana Balawegaya 
(SJB) in the upcoming parliamentary election. This act resulted in the misuse of 
public property and a violation of election laws. Following a complaint lodged with 
the Hambantota Election Office, the Hambantota Police intervened and halted 
the activity.
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12. Monaragala Election Commission Cancels Cricket 
Tournament to Uphold Fair Elections
The Independent candidate for the Monaragala District had organized the 
Wellassa Challenge cricket tournament at the Monaragala Pradeshiya Sabha 
Grounds during the election period. Following a formal complaint made by TISL, 
the Monaragala District Office of the Election Commission intervened, and the 
event was canceled. This action aimed to prevent the misuse of public spaces for 
electoral advantages, ensuring compliance with election laws and promoting a 
fair electoral environment.

13. Monaragala Blood Donation Campaign Canceled Following 
Election Law Concerns
In the Monaragala District, a blood donation campaign organized by the 
Wellassa Manushathkama Social Welfare Foundation under the leadership of 
an independent party candidate was scheduled to take place. However, after 
the Assistant Election Office was informed about the event, the campaign was 
canceled. 
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14. Kandy Election Officials Halt Dinner Event Organized by NDF 
Candidate
One of the candidates of the New Democratic Front in the Kandy District organized 
a dinner event at his residence in the Doluwa area. Approximately 100 individuals 
from nearby villages were transported by buses to the location where they were 
provided with a meal. However, the officials of Kandy Election Office halted the 
event because it was an election violation. 

15. Intervention and Cancellation of Election Campaign Health 
Clinic in Gampaha
The mobile health clinic of Derana Television, “Manusath Derana,” organized to 
promote a parliamentary candidate of the Sarwajana Balaya Party at the Handala 
Temple in Wattala, was canceled by the police, following a complaint lodged by 
TISL to the Gampaha Election Complaint Office.

16. Election Integrity: Stopping Corruption in Campaigns
On November 12, it was reported that one of the candidates from the Sarvajana 
Balaya Party in the Gampaha district attempted to bribe voters by offering them 
money aimed at the parliamentary election. Based on the complaint we filed, this 
election violation was stopped.

17.  Immediate Response: Addressing Poster and Banner Violations
In addition, we were able to promptly get the attention of the authorities and take 
actions against various election law violations observed across all districts of Sri 
Lanka. For example, a higher number of posters and banners displayed in public 
places during the parliamentary election could be noted. In this case, our district 
observers promptly informed the respective election offices in those districts, 
and these materials were quickly removed. Apparently, we were able to take 
swift action on this issue throughout the entire election period. During the 2024 
Parliamentary Election, several incidents of unauthorized campaign activities 
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were reported in Batticaloa and Mullaitivu, prompting swift action by election 
authorities and the police. In Batticaloa, cutouts of a candidate were mounted on 
a telecommunication pole at Urani and displayed in a public library, both of which 
were removed following complaints to the Assistant Election Commissioner and 
Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL). Similarly, in Mullaitivu, unauthorized 
NPP flags featuring the President and Prime Minister were displayed outside 
a Village Officer’s office in Puthukudiyiruppu, but were promptly taken down 
after reports to the police and Election Commission. These actions highlight the 
authorities’ commitment to enforcing election laws and preventing misuse of 
public spaces for political purposes.

18. Immediate Response: Misuse of Religious places
Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) raised concerns about the misuse 
of religious places for political activities during the 2024 Parliamentary Election. 
Investigations by the Election Commission confirmed violations of election laws 
at several temples, including the Kaluthavala Sri Muthumariyamman Temple, 
Magilur Mariamman Temple, Sengaladi Thammanvel Mariamman Temple, 
and Vellaveli Selvapuran Narayanan Temple. Statements from temple officials 
corroborated the allegations, leading the Election Commission to issue warnings 
to ensure compliance with election laws and prevent future violations. TISL also 
highlighted the involvement of state officers in election campaigns, prompting 
the Commission to address these concerns in a follow-up communication with 
TISL. 

19. Interventions to prevent misuse of public offices for planning 
Election campaigns
The National People’s Power (NPP) party held a meeting at the Uyilankulam 
Forest Department quarters. The gathering was organized to discuss the political 
campaign strategy for the upcoming parliamentary elections. The event 
was attended by NPP district electoral representatives, well-wishers, and NPP 
parliamentary election candidates for the Vavuniya District. TISL lodged a formal 
complaint regarding this incident with the Mannar Election Commissioner. The 
complaint highlighted potential violations associated with the use of public 
premises for political activities. The Mannar Election Commissioner responded 
promptly by initiating an inquiry into the matter. As part of the investigation, the 
commissioner personally visited the Uyilankulam Forest Department quarters to 
collect evidence and assess the situation.
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
TISL has leveraged various media platforms to educate the public about 
electoral integrity and the importance of fair elections. TISL emphasizes the role 
of candidates, public officials and citizens in ensuring accountability, particularly 
regarding the misuse of public resources and campaign finance compliance. 
TISL also invited mainstream media outlets to broadcast findings and advocate 
for reforms. These partnerships ensure that critical election-related information 
reaches a broad audience, fostering transparency and accountability.

TISL has conducted 02 press releases during the Parliamentary Election period 
and 01 press release at the post-election period. The first press release outlined 
the election monitoring program of TISL, and an update of the complaints 
received, and actions taken as of October 23rd. This press release received ample 
coverage from mainstream media institutes and newspapers highlighting the 
impacts of the monitoring program and organizational position in dealing with 
the complaints received. 

As other media engagement activities, TISL has broadcasted radio advertisements 
on criteria to be considered in selecting proper candidates to vote as a measure 
to raise public awareness via Sirasa and Derena radio channels. Also, the morning 
shows broadcasted by Sirasa were also used to enhance public knowledge in 
the same area. Also, the "Pethikada" TV program telecasted by Sirasa TV was a 
discussion with the communications manager of TISL about political candidacy, 
the national list, recalling votes and the concept of shadow parliament. 

As the social media engagement, TISL created Facebook posts to reach a wider 
community that was unreached during the Presidential election and engaged 
with several YouTube channels during the Parliamentary Election Day. The 
YouTube channel named "Neon" and the YouTube channel of Neth FM invited TISL 
to discussions and live commentary sessions during the Parliamentary Election 
results delivery programs.
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ELECTION DAY ENGAGEMENT   
Activities carried out on election day 
The Parliamentary Election held on 14th November 2024 was largely peaceful with 
minimal election-related violations reported. Polling stations across the country 
opened at 7:00 AM and closed by 4:00 PM, providing ample time for voters to 
cast their ballots. On Election Day, Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) 
deployed 42 staff members to observe polling stations in 15 districts, including 
Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Kandy, Nuwara 
Eliya, Anuradhapura, Vavuniya, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Ampara, Kegalle, and 
Ratnapura. In addition to TISL staff, a total of 173 electoral observers were deployed 
on the ground under the guidance of 25 district observers, bringing the total 
number of observers to 240 personnel. 

These electoral observers were tasked with closely monitoring election activities, 
particularly focusing on the misuse of public resources. The observers were 
vigilant in identifying election-day violations, working in close collaboration with 
the Election Commission and other independent observation organizations. TISL 
staff were assigned to these districts based on the organization’s pre-election 
period assessments and observer availability. The decision to deploy observers 
was prioritized to cover districts where violations had been reported during the 
pre-election period and where potential risks of Election Day violations were high. 

Key observations during the voting process 
The table below provides an overview of all forms of violations identified by TISL’s 
mobile observers throughout Election Day. These violations were systematically 
reported and recorded to ensure a free and fair election process in coordination 
with other election monitoring organizations. 

District Number of 
Observers

Number of observed 
polling stations

Number of 
Incidences Reported 
on the Election Day

Colombo 30 62 05
Gampaha 18 73 03
Kalutara 13 161 10
Galle 12 235 14
Matara 10 77 10
Hambantota 08 42 04
Kandy 15 123 05
Nuwara Eliya 08 57 07
Matale 07 17 06
Anuradhapura 09 92 19
Polonnaruwa 03 43 04
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Badulla 11 40 03
Monaragala 04 80 04
Kurunegala 15 172 04
Puttalam 07 68 26
Jaffna 10 42 05
Kilinochchi 04 47 20
Vavuniya 07 55 03
Mullaitivu 04 21 06
Mannar 04 36 04
Trincomalee 06 26 03
Ampara 06 23 02
Batticaloa 06 31 03
Kegalle 12 79 23
Rathnapura 11 24 19
Total 240 1726 212

Table: Districts covered, and number of observers involved in mobile observation 
on the day of the election  

The nature of violations reported during the election day observation can be 
identified under the categories as follows:  

• Misuse of Public Property – minor violations

• Illegal Campaigns

• Voter Fraud

• Voter Intimidation

• Vote buying

• Polling Station Irregularities

• Security Issues 

In addition, on the parliamentary election day, all 25 of our district observers were 
tasked with observing the activities at vote counting centers and results release 
centers. Accordingly, we were able to ensure coverage of counting centers across 
all 25 districts. Observations revealed that the relevant authorities conducted the 
vote counting and results release processes with exceptional efficiency, accuracy, 
and transparency. No incidents requiring special attention were reported in 
relation to these activities.
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Immediate interventions made on election day 
On Election Day, several immediate interventions were made to address 
irregularities and ensure a fair voting process. These included:

• Illegal Campaign Activities: Observers identified and reported incidents of 
illegal campaigning, such as the distribution of chits and cards displaying 
voting details of candidates near polling stations, as well as posters displayed 
on public premises. These issues were promptly reported to the respective 
police stations, district secretariats, and district election offices, leading to 
swift actions to remove the materials.

• Vote-Buying Incidents: Observers also witnessed vote-buying activities, 
where individuals were seen requesting voters to cast their ballots for specific 
candidates near polling stations. These incidents were reported immediately 
to the authorities, who took necessary actions to prevent further occurrences.

• Polling Station Irregularities: Some polling stations were found to be 
inaccessible to disabled voters. These concerns were raised with the relevant 
authorities, ensuring that immediate corrective measures were taken to 
improve accessibility for all voters.

Overall, many of the ongoing incidents were effectively addressed in real-time 
through swift reporting and intervention by the observers, contributing to the 
smooth continuation of the election process.

Post Election Period 
The post-election period following Sri Lanka’s 2024 parliamentary election has 
remained as peaceful as election day itself. Voters and political parties have 
respected the outcome, and there is a sense of calm across the nation. Authorities 
have ensured a smooth power transition, with minimal unrest or disputes 
emerging from the results. 

31



ELECTORAL INTEGRITY A REVIEW OF THE INCIDENCE OF MISUSE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY DURING 2024 PPARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

PARTNERSHIPS & JOINT EFFORTS 
Collaboration with other civil society organizations and election 
monitoring bodies 
Chanda Salli Meetare– Joint Mechanism on Campaign Finance 
Sri Lanka’s electoral process continued to advance with the implementation of the 
Regulation of Election Expenditure Act No. 3 of 2023 during the 2024 Parliamentary 
Election. This landmark legislation, which had previously been applied to the 
Presidential Election, set new standards for transparency in campaign finance. 
Under the Act, the Election Commission of Sri Lanka imposed spending limits for 
each Electoral District (refer to Annexure 09), applicable to candidates, political 
parties, and independent groups contesting the election. Candidates were 
required to submit detailed expenditure reports, covering campaign costs and 
contributions in cash or kind, within 21 days following the election. 

Building on its earlier efforts, Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) collaborated 
with five leading election observing organizations—People’s Action for Free and 
Fair Elections (PAFFREL), Campaign for Free and Fair Elections (CaFFE), Centre 
for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV), Hashtag Generation, and the Institute 
for Democratic Reforms and Electoral Studies (IRES)—to continue observing 
compliance with this law. Together, they utilized the “Chanda Salli Meetare” 
platform, a website and mobile app launched during the Presidential Election to 
track and analyze campaign expenditures in real-time.

For the Parliamentary Election, TISL and its partner organizations adapted their 
monitoring strategy due to limited financial and human resources and the shorter 
election period. They reached a common agreement to focus on observing 
the campaign expenditures of a selected number of political parties and their 
key candidates. The platform remained integral to these efforts, providing an 
interactive, transparent mechanism for tracking expenditures across categories 
such as public campaigns, media expenses, and campaign events.

The “Chanda Salli Meetare” tool maintained its emphasis on empowering citizens, 
offering up-to-date expenditure data and candidate profiles featuring asset 
declarations, election manifestos, and links to relevant resources and as per 
the previous Presidential Election the costs were calculated based on standard 
minimum rates, with disclaimers about third-party actions and limitations in data 
accuracy.

TISL once again demonstrated leadership in training and deploying observers 
to observe campaign expenditures. During the Parliamentary Election, observers 
were trained to focus on high-priority candidates and events through an online 
platform, ensuring efficient use of resources while maintaining the integrity of 
monitoring activities. Partner organizations similarly benefitted from TISL’s expertise 
in observer training, fostering consistency across monitoring efforts.
Access to the Website - https://chandasallimeetare.lk
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Role of International Observers   
During the 2024 Parliamentary Election, Transparency International Sri Lanka 
(TISL) actively collaborated with international election observing organizations to 
enhance the credibility of the electoral process. Notably, TISL engaged with the 
Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) and the European Union (EU) international 
observer missions, fostering a shared commitment to ensuring transparency and 
fairness.

TISL’s National Coordinator for the Program for the Protection of Public Resources 
(PPPR) Unit and Interim Executive Director participated in several productive 
discussions and meetings with ANFREL, addressing key issues related to the 2024 
Parliamentary Election. As part of this collaboration, TISL provided subject-matter 
expertise on the abuse of state resources during a two-day briefing organized 
by ANFREL for its long-term observers before their deployment across Sri Lanka. 
These briefings equipped observers with a deeper understanding of the electoral 
landscape and the systemic issues surrounding state resource misuse.

Additionally, ANFREL observers engaged closely with TISL’s district-level observers 
to gather valuable feedback on the pre-election environment. Joint efforts across 
several districts facilitated comprehensive data collection and assessments, 
significantly contributing to the overall credibility and effectiveness of the election 
monitoring process.
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CONCLUSION 
The parliamentary election to elect the 10th Parliament of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka was held on November 14, 2024. It is considered the most 
peaceful, free, and fair general election since 1977. This election was conducted 
shortly after its declaration, following a very brief preparation period. Political 
parties representing candidates defeated in the preceding presidential election 
appeared to adopt a neutral stance during their campaign activities from the 
outset. However, the coalition led by the newly elected president actively launched 
a significant promotional campaign from the beginning. Sri Lanka’s National 
People’s Power (NPP), led by President Anura Dissanayake, achieved a historic 
victory in the 2024 parliamentary elections, securing an overwhelming two-thirds 
majority by winning 159 out of 225 seats in the legislature. The NPP’s resounding 
success was marked by its ability to bridge ethnic and religious divides, securing 
support across diverse communities. 

A notable feature of this election is that the majority of the members elected to 
Parliament are newcomers, while many long-serving MPs who had represented 
Parliament continuously for years have lost their seats in this time. Although this 
election marked a significant power shift in Sri Lankan history, it was conducted 
in a peaceful environment during the pre-election, election, and post-election 
periods. This reflects the gradual adherence of candidates, voters, and authorities 
to democratic values in the country. 

Generally, while the government takes steps to prevent election-related violence in 
previous elections, efforts to address the misuse of state resources were observed 
this time. For instance, the Sri Lanka Police introduced a hotline for citizens to report 
misuse of public resources during the election campaigning. This governmental 
initiative to give practical effect to the circular issued by the Election Commission 
regarding election malpractices, including the misuse of public resources, can be 
considered a commendable step. However, this does not imply that misuse of 
state resources did not occur during this election. Although there was a relative 
reduction, such misuse still took place, particularly involving state officials in 
managing political campaigns.

The misuse of social media was as prevalent in this election as it was during the 
presidential election. Beyond usual physical campaigning, all political parties 
have actively utilized virtual platforms for promotional activities. Notably, such 
campaigning continued through social media even during the silent period, which 
constitutes a direct violation of election laws. Therefore, this issue warrants further 
attention from the Election Commission and other responsible authorities.

If the positive culture established during the 2024 presidential and parliamentary 
elections in Sri Lanka can be maintained and further improved, it would be a 
significant step forward to uplift democracy and social well-being. Sustaining these 
principles will undoubtedly be challenging due to the rooted social and political 
practices over decades in a country like Sri Lanka. However, it is the responsibility 
and duty of the government, politicians, authorities, and all citizens to uphold and 
carry forward these democratic values.
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RECOMMENDATIONS  
To the Government

Amendments to the existing Electoral Laws - Existing electoral laws, 
such as the Constitution of Sri Lanka, the Parliamentary Elections 
Act No. 1 of 1981, the Presidential Elections Act No. 15 of 1981, and the 
Provincial Councils Elections Act No. 2 of 1988, should be updated to 
reflect contemporary electoral challenges. This includes ensuring clarity, 
accessibility in multiple languages, and adaptability to modern election 
practices. Key focus areas should include strengthening provisions 
on campaign financing, digital electioneering, and penalties for non-
compliance.

Integration of Electoral Reform into the New Constitution

The new government must prioritize the empowerment of the Election 
Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) by including provisions for prosecution 
powers, enhanced human and financial resources, and financial 
independence in the new constitution. These measures are critical for 
ensuring the ECSL can operate without undue political influence.

Capacity Building for Election Officials

Introduce mandatory training programs for government officials 
involved in election duties, emphasizing electoral laws, dispute resolution 
mechanisms, and ethical responsibilities. Collaboration with election 
monitoring organizations can further enhance the effectiveness of these 
programs.

To the Election Commission (ECSL) 

Enhanced Complaint Handling Mechanisms

Expand the capacity of Election Dispute Resolution (EDR) units, 
particularly in high-volume districts like Colombo. This includes 
allocating additional officers and multiple complaint lines to ensure 
timely complaint resolution during elections. Issuing a reference number 
to each complaint would be easy for the complainant to follow back on 
the actions taken for the complaint as well. 

Interconnected Databases for EDR Units

Develop an integrated digital platform connecting district and national 
EDR units. Such a system would enable real-time tracking of complaints, 
enhancing efficiency and accountability in resolving electoral disputes.
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Proactive Financial Disclosure Practices

Continue publishing candidate election expenditure reports online, as 
initiated during the 2024 Presidential Election. This initiative should be 
institutionalized and regulated to ensure transparency and public access 
as mandated by law.

Electoral Knowledge Enhancement

Conduct regular training programs for government officials assigned 
election duties, focusing on electoral law and dispute resolution. 
Collaboration with national election monitoring organizations can 
strengthen the training content and delivery.

To the Election Commission and Commission to Investigate 
Allegations of Bribery Or Corruption

Collaboration on Asset Declarations 

Strengthen the enforcement mechanisms for verifying and monitoring 
asset declarations of candidates and elected Members of Parliament 
(MPs). ECSL and the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or 
Corruption (CIABOC) should collaborate to facilitate public complaints 
and take appropriate legal action. The establishment of the centralized 
digital system needs to be established sooner to see the effectiveness of 
the law. 

Public Engagement in Accountability

Introduce public reporting channels for citizens to raise concerns about 
asset declarations and campaign expenditure reports submitted by 
candidates. CIABOC can take the lead in legal enforcement, while ECSL 
focuses on guiding and educating citizens about their rights to demand 
accountability.

To Political Parties and Candidates

Transparency in Digital Campaign Advertising

Mandate clear labeling of digital political advertisements as to whether 
they are paid is recommended. These measures would promote 
transparency, reduce voter manipulation, and minimize the misuse of 
personal data in campaign strategies.

Mandatory Asset Declarations

Embed asset declaration requirements within political party policies, 
making it mandatory for all candidates to submit declarations alongside 
their nominations. This step fosters internal accountability and sets a 
precedent for transparency.
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To Media 
          

 Facilitation of Candidate Debates

Establish neutral platforms for moderated debates, enabling candidates 
to present policies and engage in constructive dialogue. This initiative 
promotes accountability and informed decision-making among voters.

Adherence to Election Guidelines

Ensure strict compliance with ECSL-issued media guidelines during 
election periods, focusing on balanced reporting, fact-checking, and 
refraining from airing misinformation.
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ANNEX 01:  GAZETTE NOTIFICATIONS 
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ANNEX 02:  PRESS RELEASES 
22002244  මහා  මැතිවරණය::  නව  රජය  විසින්  සිදු  කරන  පත්වීම්  පිළිබඳ  TTIISSLL  ආයතනයේ  අවධානය  

 2024 මහ මැතිවරණයේදී ප්රචාරක කටයුතු සඳහා රාජ්ය සම්පත් අවභාවිතය පිළිබඳ නිරීක්ෂණ කටයුතු 
සඳහා ට්රාන්ස්යේරන්ි ඉන්ටනැෂනල් � ලංකා ආයතනය (TISL) රට පුරා මැතිවරණ නිරීක්ෂකයින් 160 
යෙයනකුයේ කණ්ඩායමක් යයාෙවා නිරීක්ෂණ කටයුතු ආරම්භ කර ඇත. ඔක්යතෝබර් 14 වැනිො ිට TISL 
ආයතනය යවත පැමිණිලි 70ක් ලැබී ඇති අතර, රාජ්ය ආයතනවල ිදු කරන ලෙ නව පත්ීම්වලට අොළ 
පැමිණිලි යබායහෝ ගණනක් යම් අතර ඇත. 

 “නාම යයෝජ්නා ලබා දුන් අයේක්ෂකයයකු මධ්යම පළායත් තනතුරකට පත්ිරීම සම්බන්ධ්යයන් අපිට 
යතාරතුරු ලැබී තියබනවා. අපි යම් පිළිබඳව මැතිවරණ යකාමිසමට විධිමත් පැමිණිල්ලක් ඉදිරිපත් කළා. 
නව පාලක පක්ෂය ිය මැතිවරණ ප්රචාරක වයාපාරයේදී රාජ්ය සම්පත් අවභාවිත කරන්යන්ෙැයි අපි සමීපව 
නිරීක්ෂණය කරනවා. අන්තර්වාර රජ්ය විින් නව ආණ්ුකාරවරුන්, අමාතයාංශ යල්කම්වරුන් සහ 
සභාපතිවරුන් පත් කරනු ලැබුවා. එයින් ඇතැයමක්ට යම් යම් යේශපාලන බැඳියාවන් තිබිය හැියි. නමුත්, 
යපාදු යේපළවල භාරකරුවන් යලස මැතිවරණ නීතිවලට ගරු කරමින් කටයුතු කරන යලස අපි ඔවුන්ට 
වියශ්ෂයයන් මතක් කරනවා. පසුගිය මැතිවරණයේ දී ආණ්ුකාරවරුන් යේශපාලන අරමුණු සඳහා බලය 
සහ වාහන අවභාවිත කරන ආකාරය අපි දිගින් දිගටම නිරීක්ෂණය කළා,” TISL ආයතනයේ රාජ්ය සම්පත් 
සුරැකීයම් වැඩසටහයනහි ජ්ාතික සම්බන්ීකාරක තුෂානි කන්දිල්පාන ඊයේ (ඔක්යතෝබර් 23) නාවල TISL 
පරිශ්රයේ පැවැති මාධ්ය සාකච්ඡාවකට සහභාගි යවමින් පැවසුවාය.  

 පසුගිය ජ්නාධිපතිවරණ සමයේදී රාජ්ය නිලධ්ාරීන් සම්බන්ධ් පැමිණිලි 117ක් TISL ආයතනය යවත 
ලැබුණු බවත්, වාර්තා ිරීයමන් පසුව ඉන් 40කට අධික සංඛ්යාවක් මැතිවරණ රාජ්කාරිවලින් ඉවත් ිරීමට 
මැතිවරණ යකාමිසම කටයුතු කළ බවත් ඇය සඳහන් කළාය. 

 පසුගිය ජ්නාධිපතිවරණයේදී TISL ආයතනය යවත රාජ්ය සම්පත් අවභාවිතය පිළිබඳ පැමිණිලි 1,000කට 
වැඩි ප්රමාණයක් ලැබුණු අතර, ඉන් සමහරක් පිළිබඳ තවදුරටත් පියවර ගැයනමින් පවතියි. “උොහරණ 
වශයයන්, ජ්නාධිපතිවරණ සමයේදී යස්වා අවශයතාවය ඉක්මවා 47 යෙයනකු ලංකා මිනරල් සෑන්්ස් 
ලිමිට් ආයතනය යවත බඳවා ගත්තා. යමම පැමිණිල්ල සම්බන්ධ්යයන් යසායා බලන යලස අපි නව රජ්ය 
පත් වූ පසු කර්මාන්ත අමාතයාංශයයන් ඉල්ලා ිටියා. ඊට නිි පිළිතුරු යනාලැබුණයහාත් නීතිමය 
�යාමාර්ග ගැනීමට අපි පසුබට වන්යන් නැහැ,” කන්දිල්පාන පැහැදිලි කළාය. 

 මැතිවරණයේදී රාජ්ය සම්පත් අවභාවිතා වන අවස්ථාවන් පිළිබඳ සාක්ි සහිතව වාර්තා කරන යලස TISL 
ආයතනයේ යජ්යෂ්ඨ වැඩසටහන් කළමනාකරු යගෞරිස්වරන් ිරුපයිරාජ්ා ියලු පුරවැියන්යගන් ඉල්ලා 
ිටියේය. ඔබයේ පැමිණිලි ‘www.apesalli.lk’ යන යවබ් අඩවිය හරහා යහෝ 076 322 3442 ක්ෂණික 
ඇමතුම්/වට්සැේ අංකය හරහා යහෝ 011 286 5777 ෆැක්ස් මගින් ඉදිරිපත් කළ හැක. සතයාපනය කරන 
ලෙ පැමිණිලි ඉදිරි �යාමාර්ග සඳහා මැතිවරණ යකාමිෂන් සභාව යවත යයාමු යකයර්. 

TISL ආයතනය අයනකුත් මැතිවරණ නිරීක්ෂණ සංවිධ්ාන හා එක්ව මහා මැතිවරණ කාල සීමායේදී 
මැතිවරණ ප්රචාරක වියෙම් නිරීක්ෂණය කර එම යතාරතුරු ‘chandasallimeetare.lk’ හරහා ප්රිේධ් 
ිරීමට බලායපායරාත්තු වන බව, TISL ආයතනයේ යේශපාලන අංශයේ වැඩසටහන් කළමනාකරු ශීන්ර 
යසනරත් යමහිදී නියේෙනය කයළ්ය. 
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ப ொதுத்  ததரத்ல்  22002244::  புதிய  அரச  நியமனங்களில்  TTIISSLL  கவனம்  
பசலுத்துகிறது  

 2024 ப ொதுத் ததரத்லில் பிரசச்ொரத்திற்கொக ப ொது வளங்களளத் தவறொக ் 
 யன் டுத்துவளதக் கண்கொணிக்க நொடு முழுவதும் 160 ததரத்ல் 
கண்கொணி ் ொளரக்ளள ட்ரொன்ஸ்த ரன்சி இன்டரப்நஷனல் ஸ்ரீலங்கொ 
(TISL) நிறுவனம் நியமித்துள்ளது. அக்தடொ ர ்14 முதல் TISL க்கு 
முளற ் ொடுகள் கிளடத்துள்ளன. அவற்றில்  ல அரச நிறுவனங்களில் 
பசய்ய ் ட்ட புதிய நியமனங்கள் பதொடர ்ொனளவயொகும். 

 “மத்திய மொகொணத்தில் ப ொதுத் ததரத்லில் த ொட்டியிடும் ஒரு 
தவட் ொளளர, ஒரு  தவிக்கு நியமனம் பசய்ய ் ட்டது பதொடர ்ொன 
தகவல்கள் எமக்கு கிளடத்துள்ளன. இது குறித்து ததரத்ல் 
ஆளணக்குழுவிடம் முளற ் டி முளற ் ொடு பசய்துள்தளொம். 

"புதிய ஆளும் கட்சியின் ததரத்ல் பிரசச்ொரத்தின் த ொது, ப ொது வளங்கள் 
 யன் டுத்த ் டுகின்றதொ என் ளத உன்னி ் ொக கவனித்து 
வருகிதறொம். இளடக்கொல அரசொங்கதத்ொல்  ல புதிய ஆளுநரக்ள், 
அளமசச்ுக்களின்  பசயலொளரக்ள் மற்றும் தளலவரக்ள் 
நியமிக்க ் டட்ுள்ளனர.் அவரக்ளில் சிலருக்கு சில அரசியல் 
பதொடரப்ுகளும் இருக்கலொம். குறி ் ொக ப ொது வளங்களின் 
 ொதுகொவலரக்ள் என்ற வளகயில், ததரத்ல் சட்டங்களள மதிக்குமொறு 
அவரக்ளுக்கு நிளனவூட்டுகிதறொம். கடந்த ததரத்லில், அரசியல் 
தநொக்கங்களுக்கொக ஆளுநரக்ள் அதிகொரம் மற்றும் ப ொது வொகனங்களள 
கணிசமொன அளவில் தவறொக ்  யன் டுத்தியளத நொங்கள் 
அவதொனிக்கக் கூடியதொக  இருந்தது.” என TISL இன் ப ொது வளங்களள ் 
 ொதுகொ ் தற்கொன நிகழ்சச்ித் திட்டத்தின் ததசிய ஒருங்கிளண ் ொளர ்
துஷொனி  கண்டில் ொன, தநற்று (அக்தடொ ர ்23) TISL வளொகத்தில் 
நளடப ற்ற ஊடகவியலொளர ்சந்தி ்பில் பதரிவித்தொர.்  

 கடந்த ஜனொதி தித் ததரத்லின் த ொது அரச அதிகொரிகள் பதொடர ்ொன 117 
முளற ் ொடுகள் TISL நிறுவனத்திற்கு கிளடத்ததொகவும், 40 க்கும் 
தமற் ட்டவரக்ளள ததரத்ல்  ணிகளிலிருந்து நீக்க ஆளணக்குழு 
பசயல் ட்டதொகவும் அவர ்குறி ்பிட்டொர.் 
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கடந்த ததரத்லில், ப ொது வளங்களளத் துஷ்பிரதயொகம் பசய்ததொக 
1,000க்கும் தமற் ட்ட முளற ் ொடுகளள  TISL நிறுவனம் ப ற்றுள்ளததொடு, 
அவற்றில் சில பின்பதொடர ் டட்ு வருகின்றன. 

"உதொரணமொக, ஜனொதி தித் ததரத்ல் கொலத்தில், ததளவக்கு அதிகமொக 47 
ந ரக்ள் சிதலொன் மினரல் சொண்டஸ்் லிமிபடட் நிறுவனத்தில் 
 ணியமரத்்த ் ட்டனர.் புதிய அரசொங்கம் நியமிக்க ் ட்டதன் பின்னர ்
இந்த முளற ் ொடு பதொடரப்ில் ஆரொய ளகத்பதொழில் அளமசச்ிடம் 
தகடட்ுள்தளொம். சரியொன  தில் கிளடக்கொவிட்டொல் சட்ட 
நடவடிக்ளககளளயும் எடுக்க தயங்க மொட்தடொம் என கண்டில் ொன 
விளக்கமளித்தொர.் 

TISL நிறுவனத்தின்  சிதரஷ்ட நிகழ்சச்ித்திட்ட முகொளமயொளர,் 
பகௌரீஸ்வரன் கிருள ரொஜொ அவரக்ள், ததரத்லின் த ொது ப ொது 
வளங்களள துஷ்பிரதயொகம் பசய்யும் அத்தளகய நிகழ்வுகளளக் 
கண்டறிந்து முளறயிடுவதில்  ப ொதுமக்கள் என்ற வளகயில்  உங்களின் 
ஆதரளவ வழங்குமொறு தகடட்ுக்பகொண்டொர.் உங்களின் 
முளற ் ொடுகளள 'www.apesalli.lk' என்ற இளணயதளம் மூலமொகதவொ 
அல்லது 0763223442 என்ற பதொளலத சி எண் மூலமொகதவொ அல்லது 
பதொளலநகல் 011 286 5777 மூலமொகதவொ சமர ்்பிக்கலொம். எங்களுக்கு 
வந்த முளற ் ொடுகளள சரி ொரத்்த பின், அடுத்தகட்ட நடவடிக்ளகக்கொக, 
இலங்ளக ததரத்ல் ஆளணக்குழுவுக்கு அனு ்பி ளவக்க ் டும்.  

 ப ொதுத் ததரத்ல் கொலத்தில் பிரசச்ொரச ்பசலவினங்களளக் கண்கொணித்து 
அந்தத் தகவல்களள 'chandasallimeetare.lk' மூலம் பவளியிடுவதற்கு ஏளனய 
ததரத்ல் கண்கொணி ்பு அளம ்புகளுடன் இளணந்து TISL நிறுவனம் 
 ணிபுரிவதொக TISL நிறுவனத்தின் அரசியல் துளற, முகொளமயொளர,் 
ஷதவந்திர பசனரத் இங்கு அறிவித்தொர.் 

  

𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆 𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆 𝟐𝟐𝟐𝟐𝟐𝟐𝟐𝟐: 𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓 𝐂𝐂𝐆𝐆𝐂𝐂𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆𝐂𝐂 𝐓𝐓𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄𝐈𝐈 𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐈𝐈𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄 𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆 𝐍𝐍𝐆𝐆𝐍𝐍 𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐄𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄𝐈𝐈𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐆𝐄𝐄𝐂𝐂  

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) has deployed approximately 160 election 
observers across all districts to monitor the misuse of public resources during the General 
Election 2024. Since October 14, TISL has received 70 complaints, with many related to 
new appointments made in public institutions. 
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“We have received information about a contesting candidate being appointed to a public 
service position. A formal complaint was lodged with the Election Commission regarding 
this. We are closely monitoring the new ruling party for any misuse of public resources 
during its election campaign. Several new governors, ministry secretaries, and 
chairpersons have been appointed by the interim government, and some may have 
political affiliations. We remind them to respect election laws, especially as stewards of 
public property. In the previous election, we saw significant misuse of power and public 
vehicles by governors for political purposes,” said Thushanie Kandilpana, National 
Coordinator of the Programme for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR) at TISL. 

Kandilpana was speaking at a media conference held yesterday (October 23) at TISL’s 
premises in Nawala. She noted that during the previous Presidential Election, TISL 
received 117 complaints involving public officials, and the Election Commission 
subsequently removed over 40 of them from election duties. 

TISL received more than 1,000 complaints of public resource misuse in the last election, 
and investigations into several of these cases are ongoing. “For example, Lanka Mineral 
Sands Ltd. hired 47 individuals during the Presidential Election period, exceeding the 
necessary cadre. We are currently following up on this complaint with the Ministry of 
Industries, and we will not hesitate to initiate legal action if it is not properly addressed,” 
Kandilpana added. 

Gowriswaran Kirupairajah, Senior Programme Manager at TISL, urged citizens to report any 
misuse of public resources during the election with evidence. Complaints can be 
submitted via the website www.apesalli.lk, through the hotline at 076 322 3442 (WhatsApp 
available), or by fax at 011 286 5777. Verified complaints will be forwarded to the Election 
Commission for further action. 

Shaveendra Senarath, Programme Manager for the Political Sector at TISL, also spoke at 
the media conference. He announced that, in collaboration with other election monitoring 
organizations, TISL will monitor campaign finance for the General Election and make the 
information publicly available through chandasallimeetare.lk. 

#TISL #SriLanka #GeneralElection2024 #ElectionObserving #MisuseofPublicResources 
#PPPR #PublicFunds 
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තල්  සංවර්ධන  මණ්ඩලය  තුළ  සිදුව  ඇති  මැතිවරණ  නීති  උල්ලංඝනය  සම්බන්ධයයන්  
ට්රාන්ස්යේරන්සි  ඉන්ටනැෂනල්  �  ලංකා  ආයතනයේ  අවධානය  

මැතිවරණ නීතිවලට පටහැනි ආකාරයෙන් ොපනයේ පිහිටි තල් සංවර්ධන මණ්ඩලයේ මෑත කාලීනව සිදු 
කරන ලද පත්වීම් සම්බන්ධයෙන් ට්රාන්ස්යේරන්සි ඉන්ටනැෂනල් � ලංකා ආෙතනෙ (TISL) ඔකයතෝබර් 
29 දින � ලංකා මැතිවරණ යකාමිෂන් සභාවට පැමිණිලි කය ්ෙ.  

තල් සංවර්ධන මණ්ඩලයේ සභාපති ධූරෙට පසුගිෙ ඔකයතෝම්බර් 10 වනදා යසල්ින් ඉයර්නිෙස් 
මරිෙම්පිල්යලයි පත්ව කරන ලදී. ඊට දින 12කට පසුව, ඔකයතෝබර් 22 වන දින, ඔහුව ඉවත්ව යකාට 
ිනොගමූර්ති සහයේවන් එම තනතුරට පත්ව කර ඇත. යමයලස ප්රධානීන් යවනස් කිරීම යමන්ම නව 
අධයකෂ මණ්ඩල සාමාජිකයින් කිහිපයදයනකු පත්ව කිරීම මැතිවරණ යකාමිසම ිසින් පනවා ඇති සීමාවන් 
යනාතකා ිෂෙභාර අමාතයවරො ිසින් අනුමත කර ඇති බව වාර්තා යේ.    

මැතිවරණ යකාමිෂන් සභායේ අනුමැතිෙකින් යතාරව මැතිවරණ කාලසීමාව තු  රාජ්ය ආෙතනවල බඳවා 
ගැනීම්, පත්වීම්, උසස්ීම් යහෝ ස්ථාන මාරු සිදු ක  යනාහැකි බව මැතිවරණ නීතියේ යමන්ම සැේතැම්බර් 
25 වැනි දින මැතිවරණ යකාමිෂන් සභාව ිසින් නිකුත්ව කරන ලද ගැසට් පත්රයේ සඳහන් යවයි. 
මැතිවරණෙක පැවැත්වයවන සංයේදී කාලසීමාවක තු  එම නීතිෙට අනුගත යනාවන ආකාරෙට රජ්ෙ 
හැසිරීම ප්රශ්නකාරී තත්වත්වවෙක මතු කරයි.  

යමවැනි පත්ව කිරීම් හරහා මහජ්න ිශ්වාසෙ පළුදු ිෙ හැකි අතර මැතිවරණ �ොවලියේ සාධාරණත්වවෙට 
අභියෙෝගෙක ිෙ හැකිෙ. යම් පිළිබඳව යසාො බලා කඩිනම් පිෙවර ගන්නා යලස TISL ආෙතනෙ 
මැතිවරණ යකාමිසයමන් ඉල්ලා සිටියි.   

යේශපාලන පකෂග්රාහීත්වවෙ සහ අනිසි බලපෑම් ව කවා ගැනීම සඳහා මහ මැතිවරණෙ අවසන් වන තුරු 
රාජ්ය ආෙතන සඳහා එවැනි පත්වීම් සිදු යනාකරන යලස TISL ආෙතනෙ රජ්යෙන් ඉල්ලා සිටියි. 

ිනිිදභාවෙ සහ වගීම සහතික කිරීම සඳහා කැපී සිටින TISL ආෙතනෙ, යමම තත්වත්වවෙ සමීපව 
නිරීකෂණෙ කරමින් රාජ්ය ආෙතන තු  ආචාරධාර්මික සහ නීතිමෙ මාර්යගෝපයේශ පිළිපැදීම යවනුයවන් 
දිගටම උේයේශනෙ කරනු ලබයි. 

  

பனை  அபிவிருத்திச ் சனபயில்  ததரத்ல்  சடட்ங்கள்  மீறப்பட்டுள்ளனை  
ததொடர்பில்  ட்ரொை்ஸ்தபரை்சி  இை்டர்தெஷைல்  ஸ்ரீலங்கொ    தகள்வி  
எழுப்புகிறது..  

 தேரே்ல் சட்டங்களுக்கு முரணான வககயில் அண்கையில் 
யாழ்ப்பாணே்தில் உள்ள பகன அபிவிருே்திச ்சகபயினால் (PDB) 
தைற்ககாள்ளப்பட்ட நியைனங்கள் கோடரப்ில், அக்தடாபர ்29 அன்று, 
ட்ரான்ஸ்தபரன்சி இன்டரக்நஷனல் ஸ்ரீலங்கா (TISL) நிறுவனைானது, 
இலங்கக தேரே்ல்கள் ஆகணக்குழுவிடை் (ECSL) முகறப்பாடு கசய்ேது. 
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அக்தடாபர ்10 ஆை் திகதி அன்று  பகன அபிவிருே்திச ்சகபயின் (PDB) 
ேகலவர ்பேவிக்கு கசல்வின் இதரனியஸ் ைரியாை்பிள்கள 
நியமிக்கப்பட்டதோடு, அகேே் கோடரந்்து 12 நாட்கள் இகடகவளியில் 
அவர ்நீக்கப்படட்ு, அவருக்குப் பதிலாக விநாயகமூரே்்தி சகாதேவன், 
அக்தடாபர ்22 அன்று அதே பேவிக்கு நியமிக்கப்பட்டார.் தைலுை், 
தேரே்ல்கள் ஆகணக்குழு விதிே்துள்ள ேகடகளுக்கு ைே்தியிலுை் 
ேகலவரக்ள் ைாற்றை் ைற்றுை் பல புதிய நிரவ்ாக சகப உறுப்பினரக்கள 
நியமிப்பேற்கு கபாறுப்பான அகைசச்ர ்அனுைதி அளிே்துள்ளோக 
கேரிவிக்கப்படுகிறது. 

கசப்டை்பர ்25 அன்று  இலங்கக தேரே்ல்கள் ஆகணக்குழுவால் (ECSL) 
கவளியிடப்பட்ட வரே்்ேைானியில் ைற்றுை் தேரே்ல் சட்டே்தில், குறிப்பாக 
அரச அதிகாரிகள் தேரே்ல்கள் ஆகணக்குழுவின் முன் அனுைதி 
கபறாைல், தேரே்ல் காலே்தில் அரச நிறுவனங்களில் எந்ேகவாரு 
ஆட்தசரப்்பு, நியைனங்கள், பேவி உயரவ்ுகள் அல்லது இடைாற்றங்ககள 
தைற்ககாள்வேற்கு ேகட விதிக்கப்படட்ுள்ளது என கேளிவாக 
குறிப்பிடப்படட்ுள்ளது. இந்ே முக்கியைான தேரே்ல் காலகட்டே்தில் 
சட்டே்கே ைதிக்காே வககயில் அரசாங்கை் நடந்துககாள்வது 
தகள்விக்குரிய சூழ்நிகலகய எழுப்புகிறது.  

இவ்வாறான நியைனங்கள் மூலை், கபாதுைக்களின் நை்பிக்கக 
பலவீனப்படுே்துவதுடன் தேரே்ல் நகடமுகறயின் தநரக்ைக்குை், 
ஜனநாயக கசயல்முகறயின் நியாயே்ேன்கையுை் 
தகள்விக்குட்படுேே்ப்படலாை். இது குறிே்து இலங்கக தேரே்ல்கள் 
ஆகணக்குழு விசாரகணககள நடே்தி உரிய நடவடிக்ககககள எடுக்க 
தவண்டுை் என TISL தகாருகிறது.  

கபாது நிறுவனங்கள் மீோன அரசியல் பக்கசச்ாரப்ு அல்லது தேகவயற்ற 
கசல்வாக்கின் சந்தேகங்ககளே் ேவிரப்்பேற்காக கபாதுே் தேரே்ல் 
முடியுை் வகர கபாது நிறுவனங்களில் இே்ேககய நியைனங்ககள 
இகடநிறுே்துைாறு TISL தைலுை் அரசாங்கே்கே வலியுறுே்துகிறது.  

தைலுை், கவளிப்பகடே்ேன்கை ைற்றுை் கபாறுப்புக்கூறகல உறுதி 
கசய்வதில் அரப்்பணிப்புடன்  கசயற்படட்ுக்ககாண்டு இருக்குை் TISL 
நிறுவனைானது இவ்வாறான நிகலகைககள கோடரந்்துை் 
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கண்காணிப்பதோடு, கபாது நிறுவனங்களில் கநறிமுகற ைற்றுை் சட்ட 
வழிகாடட்ுேல்ககளக் ககடப்பிடிக்க தவண்டுை் என தகாருகின்றது. 

  

𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓 𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑𝐑 𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐑𝐑𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀 𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐎𝐑𝐑𝐀𝐀 𝐕𝐕𝐑𝐑𝐕𝐕𝐀𝐀𝐑𝐑𝐕𝐕𝐑𝐑𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕 𝐕𝐕𝐨𝐨 𝐄𝐄𝐀𝐀𝐑𝐑𝐄𝐄𝐕𝐕𝐑𝐑𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕 𝐓𝐓𝐑𝐑𝐋𝐋𝐑𝐑 𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛 𝐏𝐏𝐑𝐑𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐛𝐛𝐀𝐀𝐑𝐑𝐏𝐏 𝐃𝐃𝐑𝐑𝐎𝐎𝐑𝐑𝐀𝐀𝐕𝐕𝐃𝐃𝐀𝐀𝐑𝐑𝐕𝐕𝐕𝐕 
𝐁𝐁𝐕𝐕𝐑𝐑𝐀𝐀𝐁𝐁  

Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) has filed a formal complaint with the Election 
Commission of Sri Lanka (ECSL) regarding recent appointments made at the Palmyrah 
Development Board (PDB) in Jaffna, which appear to contravene current election laws.  

On October 10, Selvin Ireneuss Mariampillai was appointed as Chairman of the PDB. Just 
12 days later, on October 22, Mariampillai was replaced by Vinayagamoorthy Sahadevan. 
These swift changes in leadership, along with the addition of several new board members, 
were reportedly approved by the Cabinet Minister, despite existing restrictions set by the 
ECSL.  

According to election laws and the ECSL’s official Gazette issued on September 25, all 
government institutions are prohibited from making new appointments, promotions, or 
transfers during the election period without prior approval from the Election Commission. 
The recent changes at the PDB raise serious concerns about compliance with these legal 
standards and call into question the governance practices upheld during this sensitive 
period.  

These appointments undermine public trust and could challenge the fairness of the 
electoral process. TISL urge the Election Commission to investigate these appointments 
and take prompt corrective action.  

TISL further calls on the Government to halt such appointments across public institutions 
until the conclusion of the General Election to avoid perceptions of political bias or undue 
influence over public bodies. Committed to ensuring transparency and accountability, TISL 
will continue to monitor the situation and advocate for adherence to ethical and legal 
guidelines within public institutions.  

#SriLanka #TISL #GeneralElection2024 #ElectionLawViolations #ElectionObservation 
#PublicService 
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මැතිවරණ  ප්රචාරක  කටයුතු  සඳහා  රාජ්ය  සම්පත්  අවභාවිතය  සම්බන්ධයයන්  ට්රාන්ස්යේරන්ි  
ඉන්ටනැෂනල්  �  ලංකා  ආයතනය  ((TTIISSLL))  යවත  22002244  යනාවැම්බර්  1100  වැනි  දින  වන  විට  
පැමිණිලි  778855ක්  ලැබී  ඇත..      

ඒ අතුරින් වැඩිම පැමිණිලි සංඛ්යාව (616) වාර්තා වන්නන් නපාදු ස්ථානවල බැනර්, කටවුට් සහ නපෝස්ටර් 
ආදිය ප්රදර්ශනය කිරීම සම්බන්ධනයනි.  

රට පුරා නයාදවා ඇති 160ක් පමණ වූ මැතිවරණ නිරීක්ෂකයින් සහ 'apesalli.lk' යන නවබ් අඩවිය හරහා 
නමම පැමිණිලි අප නවත ලැබුණි. සතයාපනය කිරීනමන් පසුව, නමම පැමිණිලි වලින් 600ක් පමණ වැඩි දුර 
�යාමාර්ග ගැනීම සඳහා මැතිවරණ නකාමිසම නවත නයාමු කර ඇත. 

  

நவம்பர்  1100,,  22002244  வரர,,  தேரே்ல்  பிரசச்ார  நடவடிக்ரககளுக்காக  பபாது  
வளங்கரள  ேவறாகப்  பயன்படுே்தியது  போடர்பாக  
ட்ரான்ஸ்தபரன்சி  இன்டர்பநஷனல்  ஸ்ரீலங்கா  ((TTIISSLL))    நிறுவனே்திற்கு  778855  
முரறப்பாடுகள்  பபறப்பட்டுள்ளன..  

அவற்றில், அதிக எண்ணிக்ககயிலான முகறப்பாடுகள் (616) தேரே்ல் 
பிரசச்ாரங்களுக்காக பபாது இடங்களில் தபனரக்ள், கடட்வுடக்ள் மற்றும் 
சுவபராட்டிகளால் வளாகே்கே அலங்கரிே்ே சந்ேரப்்பங்கள்  
போடரப்ானகவயாகும்.   

நாடு முழுவதிலும் உள்ள 160 தேரே்ல் கண்காணிப்பாளரக்ளினூடாக 
மற்றும் 'apesalli.lk' இகணயே்ேளே்தினூடாக  இந்ே முகறப்பாடுகள் 
எமக்கு கிகடே்துள்ளன. எங்களுக்கு வந்ே முகறப்பாடுககள சரிபாரே்்ே 
பின், அடுே்ேகட்ட நடவடிக்ககக்காக, இலங்கக தேரே்ல் 
ஆகணக்குழுக்கு அனுப்பப்படட்ுள்ளன. 

  

TTrraannssppaarreennccyy  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa  ((TTIISSLL))  hhaass  rreecceeiivveedd  778855  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  
mmiissuussee  ooff  ppuubblliicc  rreessoouurrcceess  ffoorr  eelleeccttiioonn  ccaammppaaiiggnniinngg  aass  ooff  NNoovveemmbbeerr  1100,,  22002244..    

The largest category of complaints (616) pertains to the display of banners, cutouts, 
posters, and similar items in public spaces.  

These complaints were reported by about 160 election observers stationed across the 
country and through the public platform ‘apesalli.lk.’ Following verification, about 600 of 
these complaints have been referred to the Election Commission for further action. 
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ANNEX 03:  REPORTING FORMATS  
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Election Day Observation Report – District Level 

Transparency International Sri Lanka 

Parliamentary Election (November 14, 2024) 

 

1. Basic Information 

District: 

Names of Observers: 

Observed Areas / Electorates: 

Observation Start Time:                                                       

Observation End Time: 

 

2. General District Overview of the Election Day 

2.1 General Environment: 

a) Overall atmosphere in the district: (Calm, Tense, Violent, etc.) 

b) Any widespread issues or concerns observed? (Yes/No) 

c) If yes, describe briefly:  

 

2.2 Security Presence: 

a) Was there a sufficient security presence across the district? (Yes/No) 

b) Were there any notable security concerns or incidents? (Yes/No) 

c) If yes, describe briefly:  

 

2.3 Voter Turnout: 

a) General assessment of voter turnout across the district: (High, Medium, Low) 

b) Any notable variations in turnout across different polling stations? (Yes/No) 

c) If yes, describe briefly:  
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3. Polling Stations Visited 

[For each polling station visited, provide the following information:] 

Polling Station 1 

1) Name of the Polling Station / Location: 

2) Time of Visit: 

3) General Observations: 

▪ Was the polling station functioning smoothly? (Yes/No) 

▪ Was the station accessible to all voters, including those with disabilities? (Yes/No) 

▪ Any Issues or Irregularities Observed? If yes, describe briefly: 

▪ Other observations: [Provide additional details if needed] 

 

4. Incident Reporting (Misuse of Public Property and Resources / General Election Related 

Incidents) 

4.1 Total Number of Incidents reported 

4.2 Detailed Incident Reports [For each significant incident, provide the following details:] 

Incident 1: 

a) Type of Incident: 

b) Location (Polling Station Name/Electorate): 

c) Time of Incident occurred/reported: 

d) Description: [Detailed description of the incident] 

e) Actions Taken: [Any actions taken by officials or observers] 

f) Status: (Resolved/Unresolved/Under Investigation) 
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5. Summary of Observations 

5.1. Overall Conduct of the Election: 

a) Was the election conducted according to the established rules and procedures? (Yes/No) 

b) Were there any widespread issues affecting the integrity of the process? (Yes/No) 

c) If yes, describe: [Brief summary] 

 

5.2 Strengths Observed: [Highlight key strengths or positive aspects observed during the day.] 

5.3. Areas for Improvement: [Highlight key weaknesses or areas for improvement based on the 

day's observations.] 

5.4 Recommendations: [Provide any recommendations for improving future elections based on 

observations.] 

5.5 Additional Comments: [Include any additional information or comments that may be relevant 

to the observation.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: 

Date of Submission: 
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ANNEX 04:  PRINT & ELECTRONIC MEDIA  
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ANNEX 05:  NEWSPAPER ARTICLES PUBLISHED
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Transparency International Sri Lanka
366, Nawala Road, Nawala,
Rajagiriya,
Sri Lanka.

Phone: +94  11 4 369 781 
Fax: +94  11 2 865 777
Email: tisl@tisrilanka.org
Web: www.tisrilanka.org

twitter.com/tisrilanka
lk.linkedin.com/company/tisrilanka
facebook.com/tisrilanka
instagram.com/transparency_sri_lanka
youtube.com/user/tisrilankatube


